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SIR, 
Gratitude are juſtly 
ue, as they ever will 
be to Perſons of eminent 
Worth, and who, beſides ho- 
nouring us with a Place in their 
Friendſhip, let us feel the hap- 
py Effects of it; Tis deſirable 
to have an Opportunity of 


Eſteem and 


DEDICATION RR 
making an open Profeſſion f 
our Senſe of ſuch a Debt, and 
one gladly embraces the firſt 
that is offered for that Pur- 
pole. 
Hence, Sir, it was, that I no 
ſooner came to a Reſolution of 
venturing into the World the 
following Work, than I deter- 
mined (if I might be indulged 
a Liberty of ſo doing) to in- 
{ſcribe it to You; who are di- 
ſtinguiſhed by nothing more 
remarkably, than great Ta- 
lents, and anſwerable Inclina- 
tions for doing publick, and 
private Good; and from whom 
have received a long Series 
of Favours, the Value of which 
has been not a little encreaſed, 


by a manner of conferring 


them, 


DEDICATION. 
them, almoſt peculiar to Your 
Self. | 

I am unwilling, Sir, upon 
this Occaſion to be wholly ſi- 
lent as to my two young 
Friends Your Grandſons. Per- 
mit me therefore to acquaint 
the World, that whilft you are 
ſparing no Pains, Care, nor 
Expence, to form their Minds 
and Manners, it is with a fair 
and joyous Proſpect of Succeſs: 
All to whom they are known 
diſcern in them a promiſing 
Genius, and hopeful Preſages 
that they will imitate Y our a- 
miable Example, and one Day 
become (what You, Sir, have 
long been) the Delight of their 
Friends, Patrons to the —_ 
"ls 


N 
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leſs and Oppreſſed, and a Blet- 
ſing to Mankind. 

I could indeed have wiſhed, 
that the Performance which 
attends this Addreſs had been 
more conſiderable in itſelf, and 
more worthy Your Character 
and Merit. But, as it is an ho- 
neſt Attempt, to do Service to 
the World, I doubt not Vou will 
be diſpoſed to countenance it; 
and as it is intended to be an 
Offering of very affectionate 
and grateful Reſpect, I be- 
ſeech You to accept it from, 


SIR, 


Tur 00 humble 
Hackney, Obe. 
e „ obedient Servant, | 
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Hiſtorical Account, &c. 


HEN Writing was firſt found 
out, and amongſt whom the won- 
N * 0 drous and uſeful Art began, the 
N EG Learned are far from being agreed 
„ . To be ſure it was brought to Per- 
fection in no Nation all at once, but by de- 
grees. And we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
when Mankind had learned to write any Lan- 
guage with a good Meaſure of Exactneſs; Bre- 
vity and Speed in writing it, would be what they 
would next Attempt. For they could not fail 
to perceive- the Advantages attending ſuch a 
Manner of Writing; and muſt be convinced 
by Experience how much better it ſerves ſeve- 
ral very valuable Purpoſes in human Life, than 
a ſlow or uncontracted Way of Writing doth. 
The Suppoſition I have made ſeems quite 
natural, and it will be found upon Enquiry a- 
greeable to Faf, Methods whereby to pen 
down Things compendiouſly and ſwiftly were 
gradually contrived by People, and have been 


" Non alia res eft in gud plures magiſque pugnantes ſen- 
tent: reperiantur. Hugo 2 


intros 
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duced into their reſpective Languages, accord- 
ing as more Skill and greater Perfection in Writ- 
ing them were acquired, This will clearly be 
ſhewn in the Sequel, as to three of the moſt an- 
cient and celebrated Languages, the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin; and the ſame will after- 
wards be made appear with reſpect to our own. 
We find there were ſome of diſtinguiſhed 
Character among the Hebrews for their Expert- 
neſs in Writing, even in the Days of the Judges; 
who readily came to the Aſſiſtance of their 
Country in the War againſt Sera: and though 
they had the beſt Plea of any for being excuſed 
from military Service; yet upon ſo great an Oc- 
caſion they did not decline to enter into it. 
The Hiſtorian deſcribes them as Perſons who 
handled the Pen of the Writer *, They were 
Dolores atgue Scribe qui flylo fottus quam 
ermis valebant, qui calamo trahendo exercitati 
ſunt *, as Peter Martyr expounds the Place. 
And it is thought that in the Times of David, 
at the lateſt (if not earlier) a peculiar Sort of 
Writing was in uſe amongſt the Hebrews, ſhort 
and fwift : becauſe of his ſaying (P/al. xlv. 2.) 
My Tongue is the Pen of a ready Writer; ypap- 
paſtes og uu fay the yo. ſcribe velbciter 
Keribentts : vel velbcis notarii, as Caſtalio renders 
it. And a learned Expoſitor is of Opinion, 
that the Pfalmiſt here alludes to thoſe whoſe 
Bufineſs it was to write with uncommon Ex- 
pedition; Aliorum difta excipere per notulas 


Judęes v. 14. Vid. Pol. Synop. 


quaſdam 


METS” 
quaſdam et abbreviaturas *, This Opinion is 
eſpouſed by a Jeſuit of great Learning whom I 
quoted before, who hes Peng a very valu- 
able Treatiſe, De primd ſeribendi Origine, et 
univerſa Rei Literarie Antiquitate. p. 142, 
Where after having named ſeveral ſuppoſed Vi- 
ventors of Notes or Marks in order to write 
ſwiftly, the oldeſt of whom is the Poet Eunius: 
he ſays, he cannot help ſuſpecting that the Ori- 
ginal of theſe Things is to be ſearched for much 
higdgr.; being induced hereunto by a diligent 
Examination of the P/almi/f's Saying, as alſo 
the Antiquity of Hieroglyphick Characters. His 
Words are, Ego, prſtquam expendere cæpi illum 
verficulum Davidis, P/al. xlv. Lingua mea ca- 
lamus ſeribe velociter ſcribentis: poſtquam ex- 
cutere capi antiquitatem Hieroglyphicarum No- 
tarum, non aliud fotui ſuſpicart, quam longs 
antiquius notarum originem efſe indagandum. 

But I am free to own that poſſibly the Pal. 
miſt may here mean no more by Mahir Sopher, 
the ready or quick Scribe, than one who was 
remarkably ſkilled and (as we ſay) dextrous in 
the Art of Writing Hebrew: not one who prac- 
tiſed any thing like Short Hand Writing. The 
Sopherim or Scribes are, by Writers of Jeuiſb 
Antiquities, diſtributed into two Claſſes, Eccle- 

fafticks, and Laicks. To the /aft, as Godwin * ? 
tells us, was committed the Inſtruction of Youth 
in their Minority, eſpecially to teach them 
to rite : and were employed, at leaſt 


+ Riv, in Syn, Anis. p. 29. 
B 2 many 
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many of them, as publick Notartes or Scriveners, 
in writing Contracts or drawing Deeds and In- 
ſtruments. Out of the Body of theſe he con- 
ceives the moſt famous to have been elected to 
attend the publick Courts and Conſiſtories: 
Particularly to miniſter to the Kings as their Se- 
cretaries. Such Scribes are Seraiab and Shevab * 
ſaid to have been to David. They were termed Þ 
Yeaupaids Barikiws: and their Poſt Calmet * 3 
tells us was very conſiderable. TheScripture often Þ 
mentions them as prime Officers of r 4 
Probably they excelled in Siftneſi o gs 
well as other Reſpects: which may be the Rea- 
ſon of the Royal P/a/mi/?'s alluding to their Pen- 
manſhip. Ezra 3 has the ſame Character of Ma- 
hir . a ready Scribe in the Law of Moſes : | 
and this, I apprehend, may be interpreted noton- 
ly of ſuperior Talents for giving the Senſe of the | 
Law, (as it generally is) but alſo ſome uncom- | 
mon and ſingular Abilities for writing it. 

It was the now mentioned Ezra (who was 
both a very pious and learned Man) who made 
an Alteration in the Character and Writing of 
the Jewiſb People, after their Captivity; bring- 
ing in the preſent Hebrew in the room of & 
old Samaritan * : partly, as it ſhould ſeem, be- 
cauſe the former was grown more in Vogue, 
and chiefly becauſe it was really to be preferred. 
For ſays Dr. Prideaux 5, the Chaldee Character 
is one of the beautifulleſt, and the Samaritan 


" Sam. viii. 17. XX. 25, Dict. on the Word 
Scribe. 3 Ezra vii. 6. * Vid. Prid, Fol. Edit. 
206, 272, 5 Ibid, 272, 


the 
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the uncoutheſt, and the moſt uncapable of Cal- 
-rent Nations of the World. From the 


4 ligraph „of all that have been uſed amongſt 


the 


4 time of this Change, the Jews would naturally 


fall into a greater Swiftneſs in their Way of 
Writing; and from #henceforward, it is not im- 
probable it began to be more brief and compen- 
dious than ever before, What I now advance 
is thought to receive Countenance and Support 
from a remarkable Paſſage in a Book under the 
Name of Ejdras, by the Latins reckoned the 
Fourth, by us the Firft : which Book Dr. Lee 
will have to be genuine, and has publiſhed a 
Diſſertation to go it ſo: and his Notion of 
the Book is, that it was written by a Few" of 
the Perſian Captivity *, though interpolated in 
many Places afterwards by ſome Chriſtian : and 
he will have it to be of the ſame Antiquity it 
pretends itſelf, 72. as old as about the fifteenth 
Year of Artaxerxes Mnemen. The Doctor 
likewiſe aſſerts, that it was heretofore extant 
both in the. Greek and Hebrew, though now we 
have only the Latin Copy: and one Leo Fudeus, 
as he tells us, appears to have had the very He- 
brew Copy in his Hands. The Paſſage I am 
about to cite is recorded Chap. 14. 24, 25, 26. 
of that Book. * Look thou prepare thee many 
* Box-trees, or (as in the Margin) Box Tables ta 
* write on : meaning ſmoothed or poliſhed Ta- 
* bles made of this Wood 3, upon which they 
either engraved the Letters immediately, or at 
_ * Vid. p. 20, 52: Vid. Nita Collect. Auth 
Records, COPS. as: 3 Id. 1055 8 _ 
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SE 
leaſt on the Wax wherewith they were co- 
* vered. And take Seraiah, Debariah, Shele- 
© Miah, Eſcanus, and Afiel, "theſe five, which 
are ready to write ſwiftly, ( Faratiſſimos ad 
* ſcribendum veleciter :) an come hither and 
* I ſhall light a Candle of Underſtanding in thy 
* Heart, which ſhall not be put out till the 
: * Things be performed which thou ſhalt begin 
© to write, And when thou haſt done, ſome 
* Things ſhalt thou publiſh, and ſome Things 
© ſbalt thou ſhew ſecretly to the Wiſe. To 
Morrow at this Hour ſhall they begin to write. 
dee likewiſe Verſes 42, 44. The higheſt gave 
* Underſtanding unto the five Men, and they 
f wrote wonderful Viſions that were told 
them, which before they knew not.. They 
fat, or continued, thus employed forty Days, 
by Day writing, and at Night eating Bread: 
in which forty Days they wrote 204, or, as 
ſome ſay, 94 Rug In the Arabic it is 94; 
4, e. fays Mr. II biſien *, they took ſo many Co- 
pies, not of the whole Ol Te ament, nor even 
of the Pentateuch, but of Eſdrass ſeven Viſions. 
Whence the Author of a Book, entitled An E 
ſay upon Literature, printed for Tho. Bowles, 
at 3 1726. ſuppoſes we may juſtly 1 
that there wanted not in thoſe Days Perſons ex- 
cellently well verſed in the Art of N 
who wrote ſwifter and ſhorter than others * 


P. 109 * De notis bene interpretatur P. Caſper 
dehott. iu Fabel. Curio. edit. Norimberg, i m evolvat, 
B. L. as Johan. Nicolai ſays, p. 13. in n 
Treatiſe, De Siglis veterum. Prin ed at Leyden, TM 
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But if Methods of Abbreviation in writing 
Hebrew were not yet invented (as from the Pal- 
& tage now cited I confeſs does not to me with 
X certainty appear) After- ages got much into them, 
and they became mightily fed as well as 
very common. The Prince of more modern 
Hebraicians, Fohn Buxtorf, hath profeſſed! 
wrote, De Abbreviaturis Hebraicis, a 
concerning the Hebrew Abbreviations, as a Key 
to let us into the right Underſtanding of theRab- 
2X binical and Cabbaliſtical Authors. Of theſe 
Abbreviature ,, as he calls them, he fays, Sunt 
aliarum wvocum literæ inittales in vocis formam 
conjunctæ et duobus apicibus ſuperne notatæ, qua- 
rum fingule ſingulas dictiones alias connotant. 
Hinc ab Hebrzis vocantur TWIN N] Capi- 
ta, Initia, vocum *®, Interdum etiam (inguit) 
ultimæ vocum litere pro Abbreviaturis colligun- 
tur, quod apud Cabaliſtas non 2 eſt, et 
tunc vocantur iſtæ, FWIN 2D fines dictionum; 
1. e. ſome are the initial Letters of ſeveral 
Words joined together as one Word, and 
marked a top with two Points or Dots.; each 
of whichWords ſtands for ſo many other Words 
as it contains Letters. Hence the Hebrews 
call them the Heads or Beginnings of Words. 
Sometimes alſo the final Letters of Words 
are taken and joined in the fame manner, 
and for the ſame purpoſe ; (a Practice very 
common amon 4 Cabaliſis,) Theſe are 
called, Sophe Teboth, the Endings of Words. 
Farther we are informed by this learned Man, 
Pag. 2. 2 Pag. 3. | 
B 4 | that 


L043 ö 
that, * Hoc ſcribendi compendio Hebræi tanto. * 
re gaudent, ut nullus liber, nullum ſcriptum, 
nulla epiſtola, nulla pagina aut ſcheda, eo fere ca- 
* reat. He ſalebræ ſunt ad quas incauti impin- 
gunt et harent ; prudentes ſcite et impedite per- 
* tranſeunt. Qui autem ſaltu eas pretereunt ve- 
rum plerumgue ac perfectum loci ſenſum amit- J 
| tunt. Peperit eas partim ic riptionis celeritas, 
* tartim uſiss celebritas. That is, The Fews 
were ſo delighted with this compendious Method 
of Writing, that you will ſcarce meet with any 
Book, Epiſtle, Writing, or even Sheet or page 
that is Pu 7 ly without it. Theſe are the Diffi- I 
culties at which careleſs People ſtumble and ſtop, 
without being able to get forward: thoſe who ö 
are ſkilful know how to get through them tho 
not without ſome Trouble. As for ſuch who | 
ſkip over them they muſt needs miſs the true 
8 compleat Senſe of what they are reading, | 
That which occaſioned. theſe Difficulties was, 
party writing very faſt, and partly the great 4 
dit which this Method of Writing had ſoon 
gained. The fame Author ſhews at large, in 
5 15 dex of the Abbreviatures, that the He- 
brews take ſngle Letters, both firft and laſt, to 
expreſs whole Words: and by contracting Words 
they often make a part ſtand for the whole, as 
Dr for Wee, Amar ; n for Ou, Ne 
m for Vegomer; 3) for Veluli; ; and a great 
number betides. They have too ſome arbitary 
Marks to expreſs Words, particularly » for the 


JV. 2. 144. 


Name 
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Name of God Fehwvah. Dr. Prideaux is in- 
clined to believe that Maccabi (whence comes 
the Name Maccabees) is an artificial Word, and 
an Abbreviation formed by putting together the 
initial Letters of ſeveral other Words, viz. Mi- 
camo-ka Baalim Febovab; that is, Who is like © 
unto thee among the Gods, O Fehovah ?. And 
the Doctor acquaints us that to abbreviate in 
this manner Sentences and Names of Words, 
by putting together the initial Letters-of the faid 
Words, and making out of them an artificial 
Word to expreſs the whole, hath been a cuſto- 
Practice of the eus. Thus among them 

955 he) Rambam is the Name of Rabbi Moſes 
en Maimon : Ralbag, of Rabbi Levi ben Ger- 
ſon : becauſe the initial Letters of the four Words 
whereof theſe Names do conſiſt, when put to- 
gether, do make theſe artificial Words, and it is 
common to call theſe Perſons by them. And Ab- 
breviations made this way, both of whole Sentences 
as well as Names, do ſo frequently, ſays the Doc- 
tor, occur in all their Books, that there is no un- 
derſtanding them without a Key to explain theſe 
Abbreviations by. And therefore Buxtorf for 
the Help of Students in the Hebrew Learning, 
hath written a Book, De Abbreviaturis He- 


1 J. 2. 144- 80 Fo. Nicbol. where he treats De 
Arte et Origine ſcribendi per Siglas apud Hebræos, Cap. 4. 
p. 17. Judas Matthathiz films (inquit) guatuor vocibus 
quaſi ſymbols uſus eft, que Exod. xv. f. 11. leguntur : 
min 82 TOI \D Ai Cameca Baekbim Fehovab - 
Luis ſicut tu inter Deos & Domine ® Capita ſeu initia ifta- 
rum diftionum voerm MaCBal dabant, inds Maccabzus 


! 


at, 


[ 10 ] 


braicis, in order to explain them; wherein hu. ix 


Maccabi be true, the Practice of abbreviating 
in writing Hebrew might and did begin not a- 
bove a Century or two from the time before 
conjectured. For 3 Maccabeus, in whoſe 
Standard that Word was inſcribed, is reckoned 
to have lived 166 Years before Chriſt : and the 
15th of Artaxerxes Mnemon is computed to have 
been 390. But thus much concerning com- 
dious and ſwift Writing as uſed by the He- 
rews or Fews. AF 
This kind of Writing was alſo by degrees in- 
troduced, and at length commonly prevailed a- 
mongſt the Greeks. It ſhould ſeem indeed that 
they fell into the Practice of ige Words 
ſingle initial Letters very early, it what is re- 
lated in the Life of Æſop be true, that from an | 
Inſcription on a Pillar in ſuch Letters, he dif- | 
covered a Pot of hidden Treaſure, Which the 


* The forementioned Fo. Nicolai thinks, as others have 
done, that this brief way of Writing by ſingle Letters of | 
Words, took its Riſe from the Hand Writing on the Wall 
at Bel/hazzar's Feaſt, and the Prophet Daniel's Interpreta- 
tion of it. Opere pretium erit (inguit) de hac re audire Ra- 
derum. Judza Siglarum videtur artem inveniſſe; captata 
ex Danielis interpretatione hujus compendii occafione RIO 
Mee : di Tetel. V Phares. Daniel enim illa cæ- 

i digito'exarata verba ſic eft interpretatus, ut ſingula ver- 
Se abſervarent orationis ſententias. e Kal. Te- 

„ Uteras initiales fuiſſe, Maldenatus, Menochius, Cornel. 


« Lapide ſiatuumt. Hugo declares bimſeif of the fame Opi- 
nion, p. 142. | 
| learned 


L 11 ] 
Farned Nicolai brings as a ſatisfying Proof of the 
We of Siglæ (that is, putting fingle Letters 
r Words) in Greece, and an Inſtance of it ve- 
remarkable. Exemplum inguit p. 22. valde 
uſtre / illud quod in vita Æſopi kgitur, Is 
un und cum hero ſuo Xantho veteres ædiſicio- 
aum ruinas perluſtraret, forte incidit in colum- 
am guandam marmoream cui ſeptem Græcæ Li- 
era, non quidem in unam vocem cu untes, fed a 
invicem diſcretæ, erant inſculptæ, indicantes 
eſaurum eo in loco non longe a columna defoſ- 
n. Letere erant A. B. A. O. E. ©. x. vel 
. 6. 9. e. s. 0. . Nuarum literarum ſignifi- 
fationem cum Xanthus anxie guererat ex Eſo- 
po; Æſopus, inventis dictionibus gue ab iiſdem 
Varacteribus incipiebant ſcripturam illam ita ex- 
Peſuit: Aregds Bypala Aiwrape 'Oputas Evenrus 
Þ154vpey Xevois ; i. e. deſcendens, vel abſcendens 
Fr adus quatuor (nam d apud Græcos fignificat 
ratuor) fodiens invenies theſaurum auri. Pla- 
uit folers hominis conjeftatio Xantho, defoſſaque 
bumo theſaurum invenit. Sed cum ejus partens 
wullam, ut par erat, conjectatori daret, ſopus 
modefle eum admonuit, ut pracepto pareret, quod 
iſdem literis indicaretur ; nimirum : *Avtouewe 
dle, A "Oy "Evgi]s O17 ave Xpugis : 
Lollentes ite, dividite quem inveniſtis theſaurum 
uri. Quod cum ingratus Xanthus facere con- 
emneret, foluſque auro potiri vellet, indignatus 
Eſopus comminatus eft, ni partem acciperet, ſe. 
alterum ejuſdem ſcripture mandatum executurum, 
ta præcipientibus literis: *AToideg B, Atow- 
ria O "Evots ©17avgey Xovois real regi Dio- 
pyſio quem inveniſti theſaurum auri. The 


A 
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The fame learned Writer gives it as the O 
pinion of ſome, that Xenophon (the Hiſtorian 
and Philoſopher) firſt led the Greeks to write by 
Notes, in the Nature of Characters: Quidam u. 
ait, Xenophonti inventionem notarum tribuunt 
(For which he aſſigns the following Reaſons.) 
Nam cum academici lectiones ſuas AKPOAEEIZ | 
appellatas dictare cepiſſent, et celerius vox præ- 
cederet quam ut integre ſcribendb diſcipuli eum 
aſſequi poſſent : Ttaque ad hoc artificium conver ; 
ſunt, primuſgue Xenophon, gue dicebantur hoc 
modo excepta in publicum edidit 3, Apud Laert. 
lib. 2. in ejus vita. The Words of Laertius 
are, %, robiſtb d ey ange Ewnpars i (ſeit Xe- 
nophon) 2 Tp&ro; vTornpeawodpeyg H Ayouers il 
6g av pores nyaye : i. e. primus notis excipiens ik 
dicta (Socratis) in lucem homineſque protulit : vel, 
mus omnium, que dicebantur, notis excepta, 
in publicum edidit . = 
But whether ſuch a Way of Writing was the 
Invention of Xenophon, or ſome other, the 
Greeks, in proceſs of time, grew famous for it, 
and it was ſo much practiſed that they had 
Writers, eis 74x five Celeritatem, ſtiled gene- 
rally raxuypaPu, and ſometimes oZuypape who 
were diſtinguiſhed from gα eil es eic xa, i. 
e. ad Elegantiam, termed xπνννννστνοννν Wower 
in his Po/ymathza quotes ſeveral Authors where 
there is a plain Diſtinction made between them. 
As Philefiratus Apollonao 5, lib. 1. «aus Tis 


"P.þ Vid. etiam Wower. Polymath. p. 42. 
3 Edit. Mecnag, p. ao. So Mimagius n 4 
H. p. 10. P. 43. . 
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% i roxelag pla duo / Fepdnrow, 0 priv eig ra xo ra- 
yy „% © % 4s 4. Ejecit ex Antiochia cum 


obus ſervis quorum alter (Tachygraphus) No- 
rrius, alter (Calligraphus) Antiquarius *. Eu- 
ius Hiftorie Eccleſiaſtic. lib. 6. cap. 23. de 
rigine. raxuypa pi d yas aury TIHgs 1 ixla 
e, 4A F&pyTAy TW UT &yop6U0y[iy Xgovers T6= 


1 Fay ive a dei Geiles AroAroypaPe 76 * 
5 ee du Y xogais, £7 4ονν]n O ie nuia¹8. 
„ be whole Paſſage is,] Eg wes d » 2 

e, cis ras das yeaPas ber E g- 


. Angi ig rd pdngoa f α ] os aver u- 
ais dais, &v Tporporais, & THis d Aoyal % ra- 

1TETY aUTO j“, GANG % aÞJowratais Tay 
adele, xoonyiew raxrypapu yep df, Oc 
= cra)/)w r dizray Tay trilndew aÞFovey Te 
ia d AH, Tagi51Ca]o *, Ex eo tempo- 
e etiam Origines in divinas ſcripturas commen- 
arios cepit conſeribere: Ambroſio innumeris 
mulls eum incitante, nec ſolum verbis, atque 
Fortationibus, ſed etiam largiſſimis rerum neceſ- 
iriarum prebitionibus. Yurppe ſeptem et amplius 
potarit dictanti illi præſto aderant, qui præſtituto 
emfore fibt per vices ſuccedebant nec pauciores an- 
iguarii, fimul cum puelliselegantius ſcribere aſſue- 
1s: quibus omnibus neceſſarios ſumptus copioſe 
ubminiſtrabat Ambroſius. * Expreſſius Suidas; 
Urigines, ùrexigeus reis TaxuygaPus, ; oi fad u- 
youOu ovy vun £ypaPoy ri T0 KaAMNypa@y 
Enoxnweyag, Diftavit notarits, et librarii ac 


nage Antiquarii Latini. Edit. Cantab. 287. 
Wower. ibid, 


mulieres 


| [ 14 ] 2 
mulieres edoie eleganter ſeribere diſcripſcrum 
Sic D. Hieronymus in vita Hyppoliti : Ambroſu 
cohortatus eft Originem in ſcripturas commenta 
rios ſeribere, præbens ei ſeptem et eo amplius nota 
rios, et librariorum parem numerum. Vides Hi: 
ronymum raqvy ge pus vertere Netarios. Notari 
ergo ut exciperent eis ra es: Librarii ut redig:Y 
rent eis ad Paulus L. IV. F. 1: D. de 2:8 
tam. mil. L. Titius miles teſtamentum ſcriben 
dum notis diftavit, & antequam literis perſeribe 
retur vita defunttus. Primo notis exceptum ai 
eic ra xs, poſtea literis, ſtue integra ſcripturi 
confignatum eis xa Ms. Epiphanius contra Ha. 
reſes. lib. 3. Extremo ſeribit Anatolium cpu 
ſuum contra hereſes notis excepiſe, Hyatiun 
franſeripfiſſe eic xd, ef emen 2 1 
And this fofold Manner of Writing, as i 
Uſe among the Greeks, will be further illuſtra8 
ted and confirmed by Teſtimonies I am abou 
to cite, of the celebrated French Antiquarian 
Mr. de Montfaucon; which when the Reade 
has peruſed, I believe it will appear to him nol 
only that the Tachygraphical Manner (if I may 
fo call it) was ſtill up along with the other, 
but every Age brought it more and more inte 
The Perſon now mentioned pub 
ed at Paris 1708. a Book in Folio, De Palzc 
graphia Græca: five de Ortu, et Progreſſu, Gre 
carum Literarum : et de variis omnium Sæcu- 
torum Scriptionis Grace Generibus: itemque d. 
Abbreviationibus, ef de Notis, variarum arti 
um ac diſciplinarum. In this excellent Book ii 
a Chapter where the Author treats, De Scribis 
ä - 


{ 
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& Librariis inter Græcos. And he tells us, A- 
4 Genus erat Toy vl agi N rexvypaPur, Nota- 
Worum et Tachygraphorum ; i. e. another Sort of 
Fribes or Writers were the Notarii, Notaries; 
d Tachygraphr, Short-hand Writers; ſo called, 


10 | | : * , . E . 
„d 74x05 y à celeriter ſcribendo, i. 
ved from their fo;f? Writing. Horum officium 
ef at celeri calamo literas exarare: it was their 


ſineſs to write ſwiftly and with great diſpatch. 
Ind having ſhewn them to be diſtin& from the 
lligrapbi (as they were termed) by a Paſſage 
Jt of Suidas, (where ſpeaking of one Ambro- 
s a Friend of Origen's) it is ſaid, raxvyeaPss 
T@ Tapacyods ita, Whass *) zanyealss ; 
e. furniſhing him with ſever Short-hand Wri- 
Ers, but a greater Number of thoſe whoſe Bu- 
„ness it was to tranſcribe fair ;) the learned 
Wuthor then proceeds and adds, Ex ſiapradictis 
auer 2 priſcæ originis eſſe, uan- 
idem Tachygraphos videmus jam primis Ec- 
% /eculis memoratos. Ut autem a Celeri 
Friptione nonien habent, hinc colligitur illam 
am ante quartum Chriſti Sæculum in uſu fuiſſe. 
ia vero Taney ſervata characterum forma, 
nciali videlicet et quadra, non poſſe videtur cur- 
ents, ut aiunt, * ſeribi, hinc inferas ne- 
eft, jam tum mutatum a Tachygraphis fuiſſe 
petuſtum illum ſcribendi modum. Et cum ad ce- 
rem Scriptionem maxime conducant literarum 
vl gat iones, cum ſcilicet uno nec intermiſſo cala- 
cunſi, plures literæ conjunguntur : itemque 
bbreviationes, cum nempe aliguo expedito duttu 
I Hllabeæ vel integra verba fignificantur ; u- 
trumque 


[16] 1 
trumque velociter ſeribendi modum, jam tum in. I 
vettum fuiſſe verofimile eft : idque ad Literai 
tantum Imperatorias, aliaſque Epiſtolas Notari-® 
orum manu conſcriptas : nam in Libros et Codice 1 
Tachygraphia non videtur ante octavum ſccu- 
lum indutta, Charatterum porro Colligatio et 
Abbreviationum uſus infimis ſeeculis, a nono ſci- 
 bicet ſeculo, a Calligraphis quibuſque uſurpate il 
deprebenduntur. That is, from what has been 
faid it appears that Short-hand Writing is off 
ancient Date, ſince we find Short- hand Writers 
mentioned even in the early Ages of the Church. 
And as they had their Name from their ſivift 
Writing, ſo we plainly ſee that it was in Uk 
before the fourth Century. But fince if they 
had kept to the ancient Form of Letters, which 
was ſquare and uncial, (as they called it) it ſeems 
to have been impoſſible they could have written 
with any conſiderable Degree of Swiftneſs: 
Hence we may conclude they found it neceflary 
even then to alter the ancient manner of Writing: 
And fince in order to write quick it was of great 
Advantage to join Letters, i. e. to make ſeveral 
of them without taking off the Pen, and to make 
Uſe of Abbreviations, i. e. to expref an entirt 
Syllable or Word by one ſhort and eafy Stroke of 
| 15 Pen, it is very probable that both theſe Me- 
thods were even then in Uſe: But that, only in 
Imperial or other ſuch Letters, in writing 
which Notaries were employed. For as to 
Books, this contracted Method of Writing ſeems 
not to have been made uſe of in them till about 
the cighth Century. It is to be remarked more- 


[ 17 ] 
over, that from the ninth Century and down®* 
wards; we find that this joining of Letters and 
theſe Abbreviations were uſed by ſome whoſe 
Buſineſs it was to tranſcribe fair. Again ſays 
he *, Id (nempe conſuetuds literas colligandi, at- 
que uno ductu binas ternas vel plures exarandi) 
id ex Tachygraphis ſiue Notariis ad Calligraphos 
emanaſſe prorſus videtur. Siquidem Tachygra- 
phorum Ductus priſce inventionis efſe, et ad pri- 
ora Ecclſiæ ſcecula revocari, perſpicuis exem- 
plis commonſtravimus Libro primo & ſecundb. 
Nam Origents tempore frequentatus ac receptus 
uſus Tachygraphie fuit : et Tachygraphorum 
Ductus vel in Nummis obſervars oftendimus' in 
"8 fine Libri Secundi, ubi Diphthongum x, fic ſcrip- 
il fam, in nummis Voluſiani reperiri experti dixi- 
mus, aliaſque Tachygraphorum formas notavimus. 
Calligrahi autem, ut expeditius ſcriptura curre- 
ret, tachygraphorum ductus tandem adoptarunt: 
importuna quippe illa ad ſingulas literas inter- 
miſſio, ſcriptione mnimium morabatur : nam quan- 
tavis diligentia. ſcriberetur, ad fingulas hteras 
ceſſare opus erat et curſum intercipere: binc ex 
iuturniore labore minor quaſtus obveniebat : 
2 Tachygraphorum ut ductus, ita et ce- 
itatem imitari cepere Calligraphi : nibil enim 
aliud curabant quam ut breviore opera majus lu- 
crum accedent. It is not to be doubted but that 
the Tranſcribers Fair borrowed from the Short- 
hand Writers the Cuſtom of joining Letters, two, 
three, or more, without taking off the Pen. 
For, as we have already ſhewn by evident Proots,, 
1 Lib. 4. . 262. 
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Short-hand Writing was an ancient Invention, 
and may be traced up to the early Ages of the 
Church. It has been ſhewn, (Book 1.) that it 
was in common Ute in Or:gen's Time: and that 
Contractions or Short-hand Marks were to be 
found even upon Coins, L. 2. fin. Where I 
aſſerted (as what I had myſelf ſeen) that the 
Diphthong , impreſſed in that manner, was 3 


upon the Coin of Voliſianus. In proceſs of 
time the Tranſcribers Fair, that they might do 
their Work the more expeditiouſly, got into the 
Uſe of the Short-hand Marks. They found that 
taking off the Pen at every Letter was trouble- 
ſome, and made their Work go on tediouſly ; ſt 
for let them uſe what Diligence they would, a 
ſort of Stop was to be made at every Letter, ſo i 
that a great deal of Time and Pains was to be 
employed for but a ſmall Gain: for this Reaſon , 
they began to imitate not only the Marks and 
Strokes of the Short-hand Writers, but their 
ſwift manner of Writing too: becauſe what 
they aimed at was to get more Money for leſs 
Pains and Labour. 

The more frequent Uſe then of Abbreviations 
in Books may, according to this Author, be reck- 
oned to have commenced about the eighth or 
ninth Century. The Greeks indeed, 218 elſe · 
where relates *, practiſed theſe things in ſome 
meaſure before (cum. unus in Libris uncialium li- 
terarum uſus eſſet, when they only made Uſe of 
the Letters termed Uncial) by omitting or law 
ing out ſome Letters in a Word, and drawing a 

. 
2 Stroke 
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Stroke above. As in Ic for Ino gg: X for Xs 
5%: KC for Kuging: ©C for ew: ANOC "avfpa- 
To: and ſeveral more. Sub hæc autem nono 
circiter ſeeculo, quando Librarii Tachygrapho= 
rum ductus, nexuſque literarum, ut expeditius 
currerent, adoptarunt, notas etiam et Abbre- 
viationes Notariorum paſſim frequentare cæ pe- 
Punt; alit plus, alii minus, pro cujuſque arbi- 
trio: jamque decimo ſeculb emiſſam videmus ex- 
emplarium hujuſmodi copiam. Some few Speci- 
mens of theſe Abbreviations, which could not 
conveniently be printed, are in the Copper Plate, 
taken from learned Authors Tables, 

And as the Greeks, ſo the Romans, we ſhall 
find, came gradually into a like compendious 
and ſwift way of Writing: Amongſt whom it 
was very common to expreſs Words by the firſt 
Letters of which they are compoſed, and only 
ſingle Letters. Thus R. P. ſtood for Res pub- 
lica: P. R. for Populus Romanus : S. C. Sena- 
tus Conſultum : U. C. Urbs condita : C. R. Ci- 
vis Romanus: S. P. D. Salutem plurimam di- 
cit: 8. P. Q. R. Senatus Populuſyue Romanus: 
D. E. R. I. C. P. De ea Re ita cenſuerunt 
Patres: 8. V. B. E. E. Q. V. Si wales bene 
eft, Ego quoque valeo: D. L. D. L. D. D. D. 
Dat Laudes dicto Loco dato Decreto Decurio- 
num: And P. P. P. P. E. S. S. S. E. V. V. V. V. 
V. V. V. F. F. F. F. Primus Pater Patriæ 
profettus eſt ſecum Salus fablata eft veniet Vittor 
validus vincens Vires Vrbis veſtræ Ferro Fame 
Flamma Frigore, &c. Theſe ſingle Letters 
were termed Singulæ -; Singulariæ, as oy 

2 


8 4 
tells us: And according to Biſhop Wilkins, Sy- 
gle (or Sigle rather) per Syncopen, from the 
obſolete Word Sigillæ 3. And they were, fays 
the Biſhop, inſcribed in Coins, Statues, Arms, ⁵ 
Monuments, and publick Records. Beſides 
which jingle Letters to ſignify Words, the Ro- 
mans alſo had tro or more, that they uſed for 
the ſame Purpoſe. So EQ. R. for Eques Roma- 
nus: DIV. AVG. F. Divi Auguſti Filius: EX. 
DEC. Al. Ex Decreto Alea: EX. EA. P. Q. 
I. S. AD. AER. D. E. Ex ea Pecunia que 
uſſu Senatus ad Ærarium delata eft , &c. il 
The Study of theſe is juſtly obſerved by the 
worthy Biſhop 5 to be neceſſary for one that 
would underſtand the Roman Affairs. And Va- 
lerius Probus, a noted Grammarian who lived 
in Nero's Reign, hath written a Book of theme, 
in which they are digeſted alphabetically; to Mi 
whoſe Number Petrus Diaconus added a great 
many more; and Sertorius Urſatus, a Venetian 


* P.136. * Mathem. Works, p. 43. So Nicolai 
de Etymologia et Deſcriptione Siglarum, p. 3. Sigle, per ſin- 
copen pro figille, F preg literæ, memorantur in Papiæ 
— Cui adſtipulatur du Freſne in Glaſſario, his verbis: 
Siglæ /ingularie literæ, fic dictæ quod ſingulæ verbum compo- 
nant. Likewiſe Ainſworth in his late excellent 2 
compendiarius Linguæ Latinæ, Sigla contr. pro ſigilla, gu. 
 fingla, ſtue ſingula, quod ſingulariæ literæ woces totas nota- 
rent. Abbreviatures, and Letters for Words. But Hugo ſtarts 
an Objection to this, p. 136. tunc enim, non Sigla, ſed ſin- 
gla (ficut a vinculis, non vicla, ſed — Pi et dicendum. 

+ Theſe alſo are included amongſt the Siglæ, though in 
Strictneſs, I think they ſhould have another Denomination. 
Vid. Nic. p. 3. 5 Ibid. The Book 
you have in Nzcolai, p. 26. &c. | 

Senator 


L 213 
Senator, hath publiſhed them all with a Com- 
mentary in a Folio Book, printed at Padua 


1672. 

And not only had the Romans theſe Note 
Literæ, or Literales Note, as they are called 
for Diſtinction ſake; but they had others too, 
ſtiled Note non Litere *, i. e. Marks and Cha- 
racters choſen at pleaſure to expreſs Words: 
which were variouſly termed oyuda *, figna 3, 
imagines, Zipbræ, ignorabiles Literæ, quaſi 
literæ, compendia literarum, Punta, flexure & 
m . And we are informed by Biſhop Wiltins 
in his Treatiſe of a real and univerſal Character, 
Pp. 13. that © 5 eleven Hundred were invented 
* by the old Poet Ennius; to which Tullius Ty- 
« ro, Cicero's Libertus, or as others ſay, Cicero 
e himſelf, added many to ſignify the Particles 
“of Speech: After whom Phylargyrus the Sa- 


Vid. Hug. 134. Sertor. pref. Nic. 6. * See 
Cicero's Epiſtle to Atticus, Lib. 14. Ep. 32. where he 
fays, Quod ad te de decem legatis ſeri „ parum intellexti cre- 
do, quia du onion [cripſeram. Which Huge, p. 134. un- 
derſtands, De notis non literis. Wawer quotes the P 
as a Proof the Obſcurity, or Secreſy, which they had in 
their way of Writing. De notis occultis, quibus 1ſi in its 
que celare vellent, Cicero ad Atticum. Quæ ad te de lega- 
tis, Cc. p. 42. 3 Hor. 2. Lib. Sat. 4. 

nan eft mihi tempus aventi 
Ponere figna novis preceptis, &c. 

+ Has notas (ait Hugo) proprie vocabimus Sigla, vel 
wires; nam exiſtimo veriſſimam 75 ſententiam Petri Gre- , 
gorii Toloſlatis, J. 16. de Rep1b. Sigla Latinum eſſe Vaca- 
bulum contrattum ex ſigillo, quaſi dicas; Siglum, parvum Si- 
gillum: quemadmodum enim Sigillum eft parva icuncula, ſeu 
nota . literas obſignamus; ita ſiglum eft nota qua intelligi- 
tur plus efſe intelligendum, quam eæpreſie ad longum, ut dicunt, 
ſeriptum fit. p. 136. alſo his Math. Works, p. 53. 

C 3 * man, 
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L 22 J 
mian, and Mecænas added yet more: Aſter 
theſe Anneus Seneca is faid to have laboured 
in regulating and digeſting of them, and by 
Additions of his own raiſed the Number to 
« Five Thouſand.” But Men of Learning in 
ſucceeding Times found they were far from ha- 
ving yet got enough, and therefore they went 
on to add more; particularly Cyprian the Mar- 
tyr, who is affirmed to be the Inventor of thoſe 
which relate to the Chriſtian Inſtitutions. And 
I reckon the whole Number as publiſhed by 
Gruter at the End of his fourth Tome of his 
Corpus Inſeriptionum, under the Title of Note 
Tironis ac Senecæ, to be near 13000. For they 
take up twenty large Pages in Folio, each of 
which has in it eight Columns, and the Co- 
lumns (one with another) contain eighty Lines. 
I have beſtowed ſome Pains in looking over the 
greateſt Part, and I wiſh a Perſon of Leiſure 
and Ability would oblige the World with a Diſ- 
ſertation upon them, after having carefully con- 
ſidered them all. The Vowels are writ by Cha- 
raters ſomewhat peculiar except J, and there 
are certain Expreſſions for Parts of Words both 
Beginnings and Endings, as Ag, Eg, Ig, Og, 
Us; Ab, Aps, Ep, Eps, Ip, Ths, Op, Ops, 


.cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


Dion Caſſius (as we are told by Aquins in his Lexicon) 
ita Scribit; Mecænatem notas literarum quaſdam fuiſſe com- 
mentum, quibus minimo Negotio plura exprimi poſſent, eaſque per 
Acilium Libertum publici Juris feciſſe, Caſſiuss Words are, 
reg . Tice fen T wy Tpog rec IEiũ es, ty dur d * Anas 
irtονν coz hi dk - primus ad celeritatem ſcribendi no- 
tas quaſdem literarum excogitavit ; quam rem Aguilæ liberti 
miniſteris multis docuat. N. b. 3, 4 | 
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Up, Ups; Ba, Ca, Da, Ec, borum, barum, 
corum, carum, dorum, darum, &c. tio, 
tione, tionem, tionibus; fro, fione, &c. antum, 
entium, untium, enti, entis, Cc. amus, 


enmus, imus, bamus, bimus, ramus, remus, ri- 


mus, amur, emur, &c, Further you will ob- 
ſerve, that no ſmall Number of Words and 
Characters are a Sort of Radicals, having Deri- 
vations from them expreſſed with a near Re- 
ſemblance to the Radicals, as VERUS, ex. gr. 


= wverax, veritas, veritates, veritatem, veritate, 


veritati, veritatis, veritatibus. QUO, quoquo, 
quogue, quocum, quouſque, quocungue, quodam, 
proven, uoptam, &c. And there is a Regu- 

rity preſerved in expreſſing Verbs fimple and 
their Compounds, as Cadit, abſcidit, accidit, 
concidit, decidit, excidit, incidit, occidit, &c. 
LIGAT, abligat, aligat, adligat, conligat, 
religat, obligat, obligatio. In ſhort, to a 
narrow Enquirer into them, I doubt not but 
_ will appear to be formed according to Art 
and Rule, much more than at firſt view one 
would be apt to imagine. Thoſe for YERUS, 
Wo, CADH, LIGAT, &c. their Deriva- 
tives, as being ſome of the ſimpleſt and plaineſt, 
are in the engraven Plate. 

By the Note therefore I apprehend to be 
meant, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the Characters I have 
now been referring to: diſtinct from which 
were the forementioned Siglæ, as Nicolai ob- 
ſerves, p. 62. Noræ ef Sicul ſunt diſtinctæ. 
Nevertheleſs, as he adds, Videntur quandoque 


Notæ pro Siglis acceptæ fuiſſe, quo ſenſu gene- 
C4 rali 
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rali, ficuts et Signa, complectentur literas ſingu- 
Jas, ſeu fingulares, id eft Siglas. So Feſtus, as 

by Wower, p. 40. Nota nunc fignificat 
fignum : nunc literas fingulas, aut binas. q 
And there were a ſet of Men amongſt the 
Romans who went by the Name of Notarii, be- 
cauſe Writing by Notes (whether in the ſtricter 
or larger Senſe of the Word) was their Profefli- 
on and Buſineſs. For Notare, as Nicolai tells 
from Quintilian, eſt notis excipere, And Wo- 
wer ſays they were called Exceptores, quia con- 
cipiebant (vel excipiebant) notis eis Taxes to 
confirm which he produces the following In- 
ſcription upon an old Monument, 


N. 
I. AVRELIO 
MARCIANO AVG. 
LIB. EXCEPTORI. 


Next to theſe Roman Notaries, I conceive 
their Lawyers, (conſidered as a Body) muſt have 
been beſt ſkilled in the Notes, and moſt accuſ- 
tomed to writing by them; their Employment 
at the Bar ſeeming to require that they ſhould 

be ſo. Accordingly Manilius makes it the Pro- 
perty of a good Lawyer, that he is a Perſon 


. Hum Tabulas et condita jura 
Noverit; atque notis levibus pendentia Verba. 


A little Book, De Netis ſeu Sighs Turiſcon- 
fultorum, was writ by one Magno, and dedicated 
* 1n Prefat, Lib. ds Iftitut. Orat, 

| 0 
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a ſovereign Prince *, in the two following 


mes. 


Bec Yuris equite intens Rex acripe Curie 
Offert devotus quæ tibi Magno tuus. 


e Book is to be ſeen in Putſchius's Collection 
f the old Latin Grammarians printed in a 
earto Volume at Hanau, 1605. And as be- 
e both valuable and ſcarce, Nicolai has tran- 
: cribed and inſerted it into the Chapter where 
De treats, De Notis Furiſconſultorum. From 
his Book it is pretty apparent, that the Law- 
ers made Uſe of the Siglæ and Note both : (I 
Wuppoſe as they found one or t other would beſt 
Ez | the Purpoſes of Diſpatch ;) and they 
Had not a few Abbreviatures and Characters pe- 
uliar to themſelves. Magno has not given them 
as all, for you may ſee others, that he has o- 
mitted, in a ſmall Tract, entitled, Notarum Fu- 
ridicarum Explanatio ex veteribus membranis : 

ich is alſo in Putſchius, . Nay the learned 
Aquino, ſpeaking De Notis Furiſperitorum -, 
lays, Innumeræ harum fere extiterunt » and 
they uſed theſe, he adds, as Non tam ut Reſponſe 
et animi Senſus occultarent, quam ut veloctus 
boſſent excipere que tradebantur. We may pre- 
ſume that Men of their Profeſſion, d be 
more likely to encreaſe the Note than any elſe: 


A Carolum Rygem: whom I conjecture to have been 
one of the Charler's of Germany, the Vth. | 
Zifra. and 


* Lexicon. Mil. under the Wo 
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and the Practice of writing by them became at = | 
length ſo common and familiar that they 
brought them into their very Books of Law: 
and here they were retained till the Time of 
the Emperor Juſtinian, who finding divers and 

t Inconveniences to have ariſen from them, 3 4 
and that the Pettifoggers made an Advantage 
of them to gain their knaviſh Ends, did ſtrict. 
ly forbid their further Uſe, and ordered for the 4 4 
future that all the Latin Copies of the Las ] 
ſhould be written in Words at length. Ya. 
Lib. 1. Cod. titul. 17. De veteri jure enuclean- 
do, lege prima, from whence Hugo has this 
Quotation. Ne per ſcripturam aliqua fiat in 
Pofterum dubitatio, jubemus non per Siglorum yy 2 
tones, et cumpendigſa engmata (que multas per i 
fe et per ſuum vitium antinomias induxerunt) e. 

juſdem Codicis textum conſeribi, etiamſi numerus 
librorum fignificetur, aut aliud quidquam. Nec i 
enim hec per ſpecialia Sigla numerorum manife/- 
tart, ſed per literarum conſequentiam explanari 
concedimus. Et eodem titulo leg. 2. Eanden al 
pernam falſitatis conſtituimns adverſus eos qui in 
Pofterum Leges noſtras per Siglorum obſcuritates 
auſi fuerint conſeribere. Omnia enim, i. e. et 
nomina prudentium, et titules, et librorum nume- 
70s, per conſequentiam literarum volumus non 
per Sigla mani ſeſtari; ita ut qui talem librum 
comparaverit in quo Sigla poſita ſunt, in quocun- 
que loco libri vel voluminis, ſciat inutilis ſe efſe 
Codicis Dominum : neque enim Licentiam aperi- 
mus ex tali Codice in Fudicium aliguid recitari, 


qui 
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, 4 ui in 8 ſui parte Sighrum habet mali- 
am, &c. | 
"WF They therefore among the Romans who may 
e ſuppoſed to have been chiefly converſant in 
ort-hand Writing, were the Lawyers and 
"ZW otaries. However others both underſtood and 
"Sractiſed it likewiſe ; even Perſons of all Stations 
a Ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 
ne of the Roman Emperors, namely Octavius 
"47/5, is famous in Hiſtory for uſing it him- 
1 lf, and teaching it to his Grand-children, 
Vfates ſuos et Literas, & notare *, aliaque ru- 
. ments per ſe plerumgue docuit : ac nibil æque 
oravit quam ut imitarentur chirographum ſu- 
„. He uſually inſtructed his Grandſons him- 
lf, in Reading, writing Short-hand, and other 
f udiments of Literature; and he laboured no- 
ing more than to bring them to imitate his 
and-writing 3. | 
Of Titus Veſpaſian we are told by the ſame 
liſtorian, as what he had been credibly in- 
Wormed of by many, that the Emperor was an 
Nccellent Pen-man, able to imitate any Hands 


A 
I 

5 

. 

* 


* 
* 
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The Emperor Ba/ilius gave the like Orders with reſpect 

d the Greek Copies, as we are told by Cedrenus. Ohr A 
6 54 Ti Tei; Tormpois us 79 a'dixin a Pogun du T5 ovvroyuey dirs rd 
Toi appt; fuel, TY ie,, Pnpol, x) ire, X) . 4 v, * 
wv reer fu [ forte x phie req Tana; Taper; ven ian, 
nos r TOdurhy T5 adi iAj,w x. Gb Poypuwns, x; dpi- 
are fa wprao's ir, & S ret A Ypoixer; anrynacxcgas ja dle, Ta 
aui ra r c e Sm νν x) Thr THY v demon, 
rr pHνẽmu ran, 5 T1» Twy ypapiar, In Baſil. P. 569. Ed. 
bar. Vid. etiam Nic. 63. * Lipfius and Torrentius 
vill have this to be the true Reading, Notare, not natare. 
id, Hug. 38, In Vita Octav. Auguſti, Se@. &, | 
| | S 


| 


1 
he ſaw, and very quick in the Writing of Son 
hand. E pluribus comperi notis quoque excipen 
wvelociſſime ſolitum; cum amanuenſibus ſuis per l. 
dum jocumgue certantem imitari chirographis 
guæcungque vidiſſet. The Inſtance of Ciceri 
making uſe of Notes when he wrote to h 
Friends, was produced before: ad te dia onus 
wy ſeripſeram, Epiſt. ad Atticum. And Ma 
cellinus gives us a Relation which ſhews that 1 
even Servant Maids were not Strangers to W.] 
ing of this Sort. Refer? (ſays Hugo) de gu. 
dam (ancilla) que nomine Aſſyria Epiſtolam Na 
tis /eripfit ad Barbationem præfectum os F 
The taking of Orations, Pleadings, and a 
Speeches of any Importance made in Public 
was a main End, without doubt, propoſed to bi 
anſwered by the Invention and Uſe of the Notes 
agreeable to the Words of Ifidore 3, Notarun 4 
wuſus erat, ut quicquid pro concione, aut in Ju 
diciis diceretur Librarii * criberent. And I con- 
ceive that the Number of ſuch Writers employ 
ed was in Proportion to the Nature and Lengii 
of the Speech to be taken down, or the Fluen- 
and Speed with which it was delivered: a 
the fame Author plainly intimates, ſaying 
s Complures fimul ne diviſis inter ſe par. 

7 Sueton. in ejus Vita, Sect. 3. P. 138. I. 1. C 
21. as Cited by Nicol. p. 44. + Librariorum 2s et nom 
latiſſime patet, quorum tota ars circa chartas et Libros; qui 
deſeribebant et vendebant : utrumgue enim Librariorum : ind 
in Ghfſſis, *&neydo; Librarius : Broxenunns Libellio. Vari 
i/to librariarum uſu increbuit, ut Lilrarii, Scribe et Notariff 
dicerentur. Wower. Polymath. p. 44. Nic. 616 
unius mens, aut manus longam orationem excipere non  ſuffceret: 
neceſſum erat igitur ut plures adeſſent. N 

Jibus, 
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ml us, quot quiſque verba, & quo ordine excipe- 


en | ; 

Thus as Aſconius tells, an Oration of Ciceros 
Mil, was taken perfectly. And thus alſo 
„s taken, as Plutarch informs us, a celebrated 

eech of Cato relating to the Catilinarian Con- 
Fiacy; the only one of his we have preſerved. 
(Cicero the Conſul had diſperſed about the Se- 
W nate-houſe ſeveral expert Writers whom he 
had taught to make certain Figures, and who 
did in little and ſhort Strokes, equivalent to 
Words *, pen down all he faid 3. 

That a vaſt Swiftneſs was acquired, eſpecially 
ſome, in this compendious or Note-way of 
Writing, will be ſufficiently proved from the 

ootations which follow. 


* Puer Notarum p 

© Sollers, miniſter advola, 
* Bipatens pugillar expedi, 
* Cui multa fandi copia, 

* Punctis peracta ſingulis 

© Ut una Vox abſolvitur. 

© Evolvo libros uberes, 

© Inſtarque denſæ grandinis 
© Torrente lingua perſtrepo. 
Tibi nec aures ambigunt, 
Nec aucupatur pagina, 


* Vid. Nicol. Ibidem. Ita 2 tradidit, — 

iceronis pro Milone, ipſam quam di xerat, exceptam fuiſſe. 

: The Words we h. the Cl, TIL 
YIzwwd Twy Inamu ixota. ; 

+ Plutarchin we Life of Cate, Err. * 
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© Et mota parce dextera 

© Volat per æquor cereum. 

© Cum maxime nunc proloquor 
© Circumloquentis ambitu : 

© Tu ſenſa noſtri pectoris 

© Vix dicta jam ceris tenes. 

* Sentire tam velox mihi 

© Vellem dediſſet mens mea. 

© Quam prepetis dextræ fuga 
Tu me loquentem prevenis ! 

* Quis, quæſo, quis me prodidit ? 
© Quis iſta jam dixit tibi 

Quæ cogitabam dicere ? 

© Quz furta corde in intimo 

© Exercet ales dextera? 

© Quis ordo rerum tam novus, 
Veniat in aures ut tuas, * 
© Quod lingua nondum abſolverit? 
Doctrina non hæc præſtitit: 
Nec ulla tam velox manus 
Celeripedis compendii. 

* Natura munus Ko tibi, 
Deuſque donum tradidit, 
Quæ loquerer, ut ſcires prius z 
* Idemque velles, quod volo. 


. e. p 
: 8 ; — P M. . — 
J 4 _, ft 4 ys 4 of p. | : 
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An Epi of Auſonius, (Ep. 138.) and in- 
ſcribed x * — an n 
Writer: Ad Notarium welociſſime excipientem: 
by whom, according to Nicolai, is meant his 
own Amanuenſis. 


1 De ſuo Amanuenſe quelibet vellei * ente, Scrif* 
ft Auſonius Epigram. predict. Srv : | 


1 


cCurrant Verba licet, manus eſt velocior illis; 
Nondum lingua ſuum Dextra peregit opus. 


An Epigram of Martial, deſcribing one of 
e Notaries. Lib. 14. Epig. 184. Edit. Par. 
fit volubili fluat lingua: manus eis rdxes dia 
M p Ooy ros ( ut loquitur Galenus) loquentem 
Ir cvenit. Nicol. 46. 


Præfuerat ſtudiis puerilibus, et grege multo 

W © Septus, magiſter literarum ſederat, 
Verba notis brevibus comprendere cuncta pe- 
4 © ritus 


* Raptimque punctis præpetibus dicta ſequi. 


= Prudentius's Character of Caſſianus the Mar- 
wr, Hymn 9. 


Hic et ſcriptor erit velox cui litera verbum eſt, 

WF Quique Notis linguam ſuperet, curſimque * 
n 

Excipiat longas nova per compendia voces. 


As Manilius deſcribes a Short- hand Writer, 
ib. 4. Aftronom. 


"WI © Tribuit et quoddam dictare celeranti Scriba- 
„em ſequacitas Saltuoſa Compendium. 
wi Sidonius, Lib. 9. Ep. 9. 

' Vid. Sertor. præſa:. * Curfumque, ascited by 


Kal. 44. 
© Quid 
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© Quid loquar marmora quibus, &c. Quid : 
* Verborum notas quibus citata excipitur oratio, i 
1 Seneca in an Epiſtle to Lucilius, Ep. go. 


Demiſſo Synthemate Equus publicus ſter. 
© nebatur, et nobilem juvenem punicea indutum 
© tunica Baltheus ambiebat ; et tamen ille appo- 
© fito Notario cogebat loqui quæ velociter el 3 
© yelox conſequeretur manus, et linguæ celeri- 
© tatem prenderent ſigna verborum. 4 

Jerom ſpeaking of Auſonius 


© Propter oculorum et totius corpuſculi infir- Wl 
© mitatem, manu mea ipſe non ſcribo: nec la- 
© bore et diligentia compenſare queo eloqui 
© tarditatem : verum accito notario, aut ſtatin 
© dito quicquid in buccam venerit ; aut fi pau- 
© lulum voluero cogitare, melius aliquid pro- 
© laturus, tunc me tacitus ille reprehendit, ma- 
© num contrahit, frontem rugat; et ſe fruſtra i 
adeſſe toto corporis geſtu conteſtatur. 4 

Says the ſame Father in his Preface to his 
third Book of Commentaries on the Galatian;, 
V. 4. Pp. 77. Edit. Par. 


Inſignis ſane, et percommoda ſcribendi : 
< Velocitas: ut ait Hugo quam tamen, quan- 
© tacumque fuerit, dicendi copia atque impetu 


c it Procerefius, qui (ut de eo narrat 2 
6 Punopiui) tantà celeritate perorabat, ut Nota-W 
* Oper. V. 1. Ep. 34. ad Julian. 5. 70. Par, Edit. | 


P. 1. 2 3 
3 : 1 


E 

t rios præcurreret; verbis tamen ita conceptis, 
ut cum ingenti omnium admiratione, ean- 
dem quam ex tempore habueret orationem, 
* denuo abſque hallucinatione integram recita- 
ret. Omnium item etiamſi perniciſſimas ma- 
nus retardavit Origines Adamantius qui ſep- 
tem Notarios viciſſim ſcribentes laſſabat, ut 
de eo ſcribit, Euſebius Lib. 6. Cap. 17 


But leaving the Conſideration of ſhort and 
ſwift Writing as practiſed by other Nations; I 
ſhall now p to give the beſt Account I can 
of this ſort of Writing in our ow. 

Whilſt the Black, or Gothic Letters, as they 
are called; obtained amongſt us, divers Contrac- 
tions in Words, and ſome abbreviating Marks 
were made uſe of, for the Purpoſe of Writing 
more expeditiouſly. Inſtances of which will ſoon 
occur to thoſe who ſet themſelves to conſult 
Manuſcripts and Books of former Times. In a 
Manuſcript of W:ckliff”s Teſtament reſerved in 
Dr. V:i/hamss Library, without any Date, but 
ſeemingly older than the Invention of Printing, 


we have & for and: d for in: a ſhort ſtroke 
(-) above the Line for x and #2 at the End 
of Words, generally: pr for ty: yis for this: 


What he here aſſerts is not in the ſeventeenth Chap. of 
che ſixth Book of Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſtory, nor can I find 
Wit any where elſe. In the 36th Chapter is this Paſlage, as 
Valiſius tranſlates it; Origines jam ſexagenario major, utpote 
gui ex diuturna Exercitatione, maximum dicendi uſum fibt 
comparaſſet, conciones. quas habebat ad 2 a notariis 
{raxvypa@eic, Gr.) excipi permiſit, cum id antea fieri nunguam 
emceſſit. Edit. Cantab. 299. | 
D yat 
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yat for bat: y* for the: the ſame Letter with il 
(t) above for that: and with (u) thou : (as 
in one place p* p* , that that thou :) m tor 
with: a b with F above for but : a daſh above 
p thus (*)) for theſe: wh and a daſh for whe. il 
ther: mi for mercy: p for par, per, pro, a; il 
in par 4 perfyt. Likewiſe IJ ob- 
ſerved ſeveral proper Names contracted, parti- 
cularly Jeſus, Feruſalem, Hrael. 1 

In a Book entitled Feſt:al:s, tinted by V. ; 
Caxton, firſt Printer at mer, which ac- 
cording to Mr. Palmer's Explication of the Mark 
or Rebus at the End muſt have been printed 

1474 *. there are moſt of the ſame, and other 
like Contractions. Ex. gr. & and æ for and: 
cc, of cetera: t, in: Y, the : Y*, that : W, I 
with: th, thus : fad, fader: and very fre- 
quently a Stroke at the top for n and mm. I 

Such Sort of Contractions too may be 1 
ed in Books printed by Wicten de Worde, who 
was Caxton's Servant and Journeyman; and not 
only ſucceeded but outdid him in the Art off 
Printing. This Perſon Mr. Palmer tells us 
was the firſt Engliſb Printer who introduced the 

Roman Letter in England, which he uſed as we 
do now Italic, to diſtinguiſh any thing remark- 
able: and in his Gothic and Roman Letter mix: 
ed, fell in with the Cuſtom of thoſe Times by 
uſing Abbreviations in his ſmall ſized Letters. 
And after the Gothic Letter came to be it 
tirely laid afide in Writing and Printing, and 
1 The Book itſelf fays, C um Weftmna/ſterio, An 
Dom, M.CCCC, N — 7 > 224 


* 
— — — 


Cos! 


. | She Roman Letter and Type was ſubſtituted in 
ts Place, the Abbreviations were ſo far from 
being di/ued, that a great many more were ad- 
Ned: as 


| _ . 
„ 9 
" 5 
.4 k 
A 1 
ö 1 l 


| 4 A. or An. Anſwer, Lp. Lordſhip. 


== Ap. Apoſtle. Min. Miniſter, 

B. Book. P. Pad: - 

By. Biſhop. Rei. Received. 
Abp. Archbiſhop, S. S. Saint. 
Ch. Church. y* or ye the. 
Chap. Chapter. V or yt that. 
18 Co. Country. y* or ys this, 
Ci. Creditor. y* thou. 
= Dd. Delivered. y® them. 
E. Earl. y" then. 
Ep. Emperor. y* your. 

= Ev. Evangeliſt. w with. 
„6. Great. W when. 
K. King. weh which *, 


4 = Beſides thus contracting Words for the ſake 
t Expedition and Speed in writing them, a 
hy ethod has been propoſed| of leaving out their 
ee, for the moſt part, and attending only 
che ſounding Conſonants. The Inventor of 
„bis Method is ſaid to be one Mr. Ratchf of Phy- 
al outh: and it was publiſhed in the Year 1688, 


" Theſe are taken from Dr. atts's Art of Reading and 
riting Engliſh, Ch. 24. Dyche's Guide to the Engliſh 
= ongue, Chap. 7. Greenwod's Grammar, Log In 
ach of which Books a larger Liſt or Table of Abbreviations 

dais dort is to be ſeen. 
WF after 


—— — —— — 
_ 


Atrictiy to his Method: every ingenious Perſon, 
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after he was dead. The Lord's Prayer is tran 
ſcribed here as a Specimen, 4 


Our Fth uch rt n bun; blud by Nm. If 
Kgam cm. ul b du n rth > it n Hon. Gil 
us ths da rdly brd. Ad frgv z r trpſi 2 we fro 

n t trfbſs agft . Ad Id 2 nt nto tmptin, l 
dlor z from evl; fr thn 2 „ Kgdm &'f por 69 
ye glry yr eur & eur. Ann. ö 


The Publiſher is not for confining Perſon 


he fays, will vary the Method according to bi J 
own Fancy ; he having a large Libertyfe or a Va. 
riation, to accompliſh the Deſign. q 
But little was done, comparatively, among 
the Engliſh, in the Affair of ſwift Writing, 9 
what we call Characters (i. e. brief Strokes andi 
Marks to ſignify Words) were found out. Thi 1 | 
was in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth 1 588 
when Timothy Bright, Doctor of Phyſick, pub 
liſhed a Treatiſe in 129, entitled C HA RAC 
TERIE. An ART of ſhort, fwift, and 
cret Writing by Character. Printed at Landau 
by 7. Windet, the Aſſigne of Timothy Bright 
Gui privilegio Regie Majeſtatis : forbidding al 
others to print the ſame. b 
The Doctor dedicates it to the Queen: : Andi 
after having taken Notice to her Majeſty that 
Cicero did account it worthy his Labour, and 
no leſs profitable to the Commonwealth, to in- 
vent a ſpeedy Kind of Writing by Character: 
N Plutarch relates in the e Life of Cato, joy 1 
2 ; 


2 * 


3 n a A 5 m 9 7.3 4 ec. 4 * 
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Ile ſays, that he, upon Conſideration of the 
Treat Uſe of ſuch a Kind of Writing, had in- 
ented the Jie, of few Characters, ſhort and ea- 
every Character anſwering a Word. His In- 
Mention too, as he tells the Queen, was mere En- 
%., without Precept or Imitation of any: and 
e hoped it wanted little to — it with the 
d Device of Ciceros, but her Majeſty's Allow- 
ce, and Ciceros Name. Moreover ſays the 
Poctor in his Preface to the Reader, Thou 
haſt here, gentle Reader, the Art of ſhort, 
and ſo of yuy Writing, to which none 1s 
comparable, plainly delivered unto thee; fo 
as by thine own Induſtry thou may'ſt attain it, 
if thou wilt but one Month take Pains there- 
in: and by Continuance of another Month 
may'ſt thou attain to great Readineſs.” The 
ook is divided into .o Parts: the fi of which 
Weats concerning the Kinds of Characters and 
ows what Variety of them may be made, from 
ee moſt {mp and plain, to ſuch as are doubly 
:0:n:dd. The other treats of the Value of 
WE haracters, and directs with regard to their Ap- 
cation and Uſe. What is moſt remarkable 
ere, is his Table of Words, with Characters ad- 
ined to them *, (in number about 500) where- 
ro he would have all others referred. Theſe, 
gays che Doctor, (in an Inſtruction to the 
Learner how the Art is to be learned) theſe 
Characterical Words thou art to get by heart, 
and there with the making of the Figure of the 
A abound: (about: accept: h) accuſe: J ad- 
ce: Aer; U Cc. 
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© CharaQter, ſo as to do it readily and clean 
Then be able to join every Character to the 
Word pronounced, without Book, or fight o 
* any Pattern before thee. This done, thou ar 
* farther to proceed, and to learn how to refer 
* either Words of like Signification, or of th: 
* fame Kind, or Contraries, unto thoſe thatb 
© called Characterie. Now becauſe every Mal 
© by his own Reach, may not know how to rl 
fer all Words, thou haſt (ſays he) in this Book 
an Engliſh Dictionary, with Words of Refe 
* rence already thereto annexed, to help ſuch un 
cannot of themſelves ſo difpoſe of them.” T 
Doctor is, to me, I own in ſeveral things ſcaro 
intelligible, and I muſt defire to be excuſed fron 4 
pailing a Judgment on his Performance. Howl 
ever you will in the Sequel be told the Senſe d 
another concerning it, by whom perhaps it hal j 
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been more throughly confidered, and was bet 
ter underſtood, | 
Soon after the Publication of Dr. Br:g4l 
Book, there came forth, as a deſigned Improv 
ment upon it, Mr. Peter Baless B R AC HH 
GRAPHY. I have not been able to pro 
cure a Sight of this; but it is mentioned, I find 
and a Character given of it by the ſame Auth 
who delivers his Opinion of the Doctor's; ani 
what I ſhall quote from him with Relation to i 
will, I believe, be reckoned fully ſufficient. 
The next Author of a Short-Hand Book, wa 

Mr. John Willis, B. D. Who excelled both his 
Predeceſſors, and begun to ſtrike out a Metho- 
quite new, which has obtained among us = | 
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" WFfince. The Title of his Book is, The Art of 
b. WStenography: Or Short-Writing by Spelling 


dC: oradterie. Invented by FOHN WILLIS, 
n Batchelor in Divinity, Mine is the eleventh 
7 dition; and printed at London for Henry Scile, 
q 


WW: 636. The % Edition is older, as we are in- . 


formed in the Preface, by 34 Years: fo that it 
muſt have been publiſhed about the Year 1690. 


The Author begins with ſhowing what Letters in 
every Word may be ſpared and omitted, as being 
either wholly ſuperfluous, or but lightly ſounded. 
And then he comes to ſhow, how the needful 
Letters of all Words are to be expreſſed. This he 
docs d:/tin#ly, with reſpect to Words of one, tuo, 
bree, or more Syllables. And particularly as to 
Monoſyllables that are produced, (that is to ſay, 
pronounced, as having in them a lang Vowel, 
or Diphthong) he points out a Way of diſtin- 
auiſhing hem from Words written with the ſame 
Letters, whoſe Vowels are ſhort * :- which no 
aoubt is deſirable, if it can conveniently be 
done. Moreoyer the Author, having handled 
che general Abbreviations of all Words and Sylla- 
VFbles, comes on to a /pecial Abbreviation of 
Wome : which although, ſays he, they may 
be written at large, by the former Rules; yet 
becauſe of their frequent Uſe, or that their Cha- 
Waters might be more faſhionable, they have a 
Wpcculiar Abbreviation aſſigned to them. Theſe 
Words are divided into ten Sorts; and, for Di- 
a ftintion fake, he calls them Words of Sort: of 
which the firſt nine may be termed Defe#tives, 
1 Chap. 8. Cbap. 15. i 
D dea 
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becauſe they are expreſſed by defective Charac- Z 
ters. And of zheſe, the firſt ſeven Sorts are fig- 
nified by their t Letter. That is to fay, 
Words of the firſt Sort, by a great Stenogra- 
phical Character. Words of the ſecond Sort by 
a ſmall Stenographical Character wyitten cloſe 
to the nether Line. Words of the third Sort by 
a great Roman Letter. Words of the fourth 
by a ſmall Roman Letter. Worgs of the fifth 
by a great Secretary Letter. Words of the ſixth 

by a ſmall Secretary Letter. And Words of the 
ſeventh Sort, by a Letter of any other Hand 
leſs than uſual. | _ 
| Words of the eighth Sort are expreſſed by two 4 A 
or more of the firſt Letters regularly affixed. i 
Words of the ninth Sort by their firſt and laſt 


0 * 
„ Fo 


Letters. 3 
Words of the tenth Sort are Symbolicals. 
Further, Mr. Willis has two or three Chap- al 

ters, wherein we meet with Obſervations upon 

certain Endings of Words: and have Directions 

—.— for the Abbreviation of Sentences: and 
ules for Speed in Writing. ; 

I have been the larger in my Account of this 


Book, becauſe it is an Original in the Kind, and 4 
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* You muſt know that he has a way of diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racters by their Quantity or Size. This he will have mes 
ſured (Chap. 3.) by two ſtrait Lines parallel thwart under- 
ſtood: (the diſtance between which ſuppoſe about 4 of an 
Inch) a great Character occupieth the ful! Diſtance between 
the Lines, a ſmall Character only one half. And he teaches 
how the latter is either to be affixed to, or ſet disjoined from 
the former, in different Places and Situations, by which 
means it will ferve to expres Vowels. aun; 
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ot eaſy to be got. What the Author's Opi- 
ion of it was, may be gathered from his own 
words in the Preface to it. It is now, Rea- 
4 der, about 34 der ſince T Steno- 
= raphy (being the ft Book of ſpelling Cha- 
1 5 —— * = ſet forth) 25 publiſhed: 
' RF Since which time, many others, taking their 
fundamental Rules from hence, have ſought to 
better the Invention, by changing the Figure, 
power, or Places of the literal Characters, and 
by the various affixing of them one to another: 
1 * indeed the Art by ſuch means may be in- 
finitely varied:) er facile eſt inventis addere: 
hut it is more than probable, that as this Art 
of Stenography was the firſt that ever gave 
Direction to any Form of ſpelling Characterie; 
ſo it ſhall continue the laſt, I wear out all 
the Aberrations thereof, publiſhed or taught 
„by any other. But Mr. Willis certainly ſets 
here too high a Value upon his Book; and it is 
5 WW liable to ſeveral great Objections, as any judici- 
ous and attentive Reader of it will ſoon perceive, 
Nor was it ever taken I believe for a finiſhed 
perfect Performance, unleſs by the Author him- 
ſelf : to be ſure not by his Name-fake and imme- 
We diate Succeſſor Edmund Willis, as will appear from 
I what /e ſays of it, which I ſhall preſently quote. 
This Mr. Willis, within twenty Years after the 
W former, viz. Anno 1618. publiſhed an Abbre- 
viation of Writing by Character, which he de- 
dicates to thè then Biſhop of Briſtol. And in the 
Preface to the Reader we have ſome Account of 
ach Writing, and each of the — 
TW Boo 6 
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Books relating to it. Great Pains, ſays he, 
* and ſtudious Care hath been taken many 
© Men to attain to the Knowledge of Short. 
Writing. Amongſt the reſt, that worthy i a 
© learned Man, Maſter Doctor Bright, (in h 
© Book entitled, An Art of ſhort, ſivift, ani 
* ſecret Writing by Character hath ſhewed great 1 
. * Learning: Wherein he divides his charaQte- 1 
* ry Words alphabetically into Dozens, to be 
© learned by heart, and diſtinguiſhed them by 
their Forms and Poſitions ; which did nece(. ® 41 
0 * farily require ſuch Underſtanding and Memo. . 
* ry as that few of the ordinary Sort of People 4 
could attain to the Knowledge thereof. Y 
© Then after him, one Peter Bales deviſed = 
© to write the aforeſaid charactery Words, as 
* they were divided into Dozens, by the Roman| | b 3 


© Letter, with certain Periods, Commas, ſhort 


C Strokes, and other Marks, which were to be 
© ſet about each Letter in twelve ſeveral Places, 
to diſtinguiſh every Word in particular, with Wi 
© divers other Notes and Obſervations. Which Wl 
having done he gave it a new Name, calling Wi 
* it the Art of Brachygraphy : yet was it not ſo Wl 
excellent for the continuance. of it in a Man's Wi 
* Memory, for that it would ſoon be forgot and 
* loſt, if a Man did but ever fo little neglect ei- 
n * ther the repeating of the Words without Book, 
© or elſe the writing of them. Beſides, the 
Places about each Letter were ſo many, and 
the Difficulty ſo great, in placing every Pe- 
tiod, Comma, and Tittle in his proper Place, 
4 that if great care were not taken, a Man 
| 4 Rt * ſhould 
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ſhould write one Word inſtead of another, 
and take one Word for another; ſo that he 
ſhould be ſcarce able to read his own Writing, 
much leſs another Man's: which cauſed others 
and myſelf alſo to ſeek for further Knowledge 
therein. 

X < Likewiſe much Pains hath been taken in 
RX the Art called Stenography, by Mr. Jain 
illi, Batchelor in Divinity, and he 
IX ſhewn great Learning and Art, in ſuch wiſe 
as that few of the common Sort of People are 
able (in many things) to conceive what he 
F< meaneth : yet the ingenious Deſire of ſome 
hath been lach, that they have attained to 
che Knowledge thereof, and he is worthy to 
be honoured for his painful Study therein. 
Por his own part, he moreover ſays, I muſt 
and do confeſs myſelf but a mean Scholar in 
Compariſon of x: yet ſuch hath been my 
= © Labour and earneſt Deſire for fourteen Years 
W © paſt to attain to ſome Perfection in the Art of 
* Short-hand, that I have not failed to ſeek to 
* all who have made a Profeſſion of Teaching 
* it in this City. Beſides, I think I have written 
* as much myſelf as any Man in the City : yet 
could I never find any Perfection, or Plainnefs 
* of Rule, whereby to manifeſt it to others, 
* untill now of late. And in the Dedication to 
the Biſhop, he tells him that he hopefully con- 
ceived at leaſt, he had by long Study and Peru- 
fal of Books, attained to a more penſect and com- 
pendious Way of the abbreviated Writing by 
Character, than he had yet ſeen, This Mr. 

| „ 
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Willis has an Alphabet, conſiſting of 24 lead. 
ing Letters (as he calls them) beſides five ſinal. 
And he has Tables of double and treble Con- 
rants, to begin and end Words drawn from the 
Alphabet : likewiſe a Number of Marks, ſtiled 
Tun on} and Terminations, for the 2 1 y 

and Ending of long Words. And he ex- 
| preſs both Yowels and Diphthongs by Dots or 1 

ers placed about a Character, in the fob 
lowing Situations, 
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A Synopfis of his Performance is engraved at 
the Beginning; and upon the whole, I think 
it very laudable, eſpecially for the Simplicity and 
Neatneſs of moſt of his Marks: in which re- 
ſpe& it far exceeds that of the other Willis. 

The next who appeared among us to make 
any conſiderable Figure as an Author of Short- 
hand, I am inclined to believe was Mr. Theo- 
philus Metcalfe : by whom was publiſhed a Book 


I cannot be ſure as to this, becauſe I bave not ſeen the 
firft Edition. Mine is the 35th. 
under 


I belton: who firſt put out a Book called Tachy- 
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under the Title of RA DIO-STENOGRA. 
er. Or Snoxr-WxrrIxc, the moſt eafp, 
exact, lineal, and ſpeedy Method that hath ever 
been attained or taught. And he likewiſe pub- 


© liſhed, to help Perſons in the more f. ac- 


1 quiring Perfection in this Art, A Schoolk-maſter 
70 bis Radio: explaining all the Rules thereof to 
che weakeſt Capacity. 


After whom I chuſe to mention Mr. Thomas 


= 2r2pby : Or SHoRT-WRrITING, the moſt eaſy, 
= :xa#, and peedy. And at ſome Years diſtance, 


he came forth with another, entitled, Zeiglo- 


== 2r25by : Or a new Art of Short-Writing more 
ea, exact, ſhort and ſpeedy than any heretofore 
invented and compoſed. I meet with nothing 
WT hiſtorical in either of theſe Writers: and I pur- 
poſely forbear to ſay more of them, becauſe their 
Books may eaſily be come at, and, by many, 
their Methods are very well known, and ſtill 

continue to be practiſed, | 
Contemporary with theſe, was another fa- 
mous Short-hand Writer, who alſo publiſhed 
two Books, viz. Mr. Jeremiab Rich. The Ti- 
tle of the firſt, (printed 16 54.) is SEMIG RA- 
PHY: Or, ArTs-RARITY : proved by many 
honourable Perſons, and allowed by the Learn- 
ed, to be the eaſieſt, exacteſt, and briefeſt Me- 
thod of ſhort and ſwift Writing that ever was 
known. And in a recommendatory Epiſtle pre- 
fixed to this, and ſigned by ſeven Hands, notice is 
taken of a grand Trial of Mr. Jobn Milbourn at 
the Ol. Bailey, which (though never * 
1 


which could not be becauſe of his cloſe Con- 


Mr. Addy near the Middle of his Book. Now 


Mr. Lilbourn affirmed, before ſeveral Gentle 
men; to be exa&ly taken by Mr, Rich: and he 
would have given the fame under his Hand, 
might he have had Pen and Ink allowed him, 


finement. The other Book of Mr. Rich's is en. 
titled the Pens Dexterity : Or, the ingeniou 
and uſeful Art of Writing Snioxr-HaAx D. Ap- 
proved by both Univerſities, D by ho- 
nourable Perſons and reverend Divines, G c. 
This is by a great deal the better and more 
perfect Book of the two: and I ſuppoſe may be 
what Mr. Locke means in his Treatiſe of Educa- al 
tion ©, and recommends as containing a Method i 
preferable to all he had ſeen. However that 
Man thinks, here is room for Improve- 
ments; and theſe have been attempted by ſeveral, i 
icularly Mr. William Addy, who owns that 
rather coveted and ſought to improve upon 
the Principles of the ingenious Mr. Rich 1 
to raiſe a Fabric de novo of his own. The pe- 8 
culiar and main Excellency of Mr. Rich and 
his Followers is profeſſed to lic, in what they 
call Rules for Contracting Sentences, by Tittles 
and Marks placed about Characters. S0 fays 
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© follow the Rules of Contraction, wherein chief. 
© ly the Curioſity of this Art doth ſo much tran- 
a all others. Ex. gr. if you would write, 
to come to Cad; your Mark for God is ( 4 ), and 
on the Left-band ſet a Tittle thus (. ). If you 


P. 73. Fol. Edit, ii ho Pref. 
WTF are 


3 [ 47 ] 

ee to write, Depart from Cbriſt; make the 
lark for Chriſt, which is a Croſs (x), and 
ap the Tittle on the Right-hand (x.). Thus 


Dot above, is uſed to expreſs over or upon: 


Dot below, to expreſs underſtand. And two 
Dots ( ++ ) in a fourfold Situation, will ſerve to 
preis Men or Sons; Saints; Women or Daugh- 
ers; Mind or Will; Believers or Behef; Ser- 
ante; Children; People. As you fee here, 


In like manner the Character »: (=) by a 
Wourfold Situation may fignify Maje/ty, Misery, 
Mercy, Multitude. For inſtance *, over the Zug. 
Wtantive it ſignifies Majeſty. On the Left-hand 
gainſt the middle, Miſery. On the Right a- 
inſt the middle, Mercy. And underneath it 
ignifies Multitude. But as one, = whom I 
hall ſpeak next, judiciouſly and rightly obſerves, 
Ib gene — of theſe Rules fail in their 
very Foundation, with reſpe& to the main 
End, viz. Speedy Writing : becauſe generally 
they are 1 of Sen- 
tences, and that Contraction be ſignified 
by a Character that muſt afterwards be writ. 
Thus, ſuppoſe I am to write the Sons of Gods ; 
I muſt neceſſarily write the G. for the laſt 
Word, to expreſs God, before I can write the 


e Rich, 3: 3%; 
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© Tittles at the fide to expreſs Sons. S0 in each 
© of the Inſtances above. Whereas the Bajis of il 
© the Contraction, or that to which it is annex. 
© ed, as it is to be written firſt it ought to be fir 
pronounced. 3 
The Perſon who makes this Obſervation 3 
E. Coles, who was School-maſter in Ruſſe/-Stre! Wl 
by Covent-Garden. He publiſhed a Book en- 
titled, The neweſt, plaingſt, and the forte), 
SyorRT-HAND ; Containing 


1. A brief Account of all the Short-hands ex- 
tant; with their Alphabets, and ſome of the 
fundamental Rules. | 

2. A plain and eaſy Method for Beginners, lck 
burthenſome to the Memory than any othet 

3. A new Invention for contracting Words, 
with ſpecial Rules for contracting Sentences; 
and Me ingenious Fancies both pleaſant and 
profitable unto all, let their Character be 
whoſe or what it will, 


Divers of the chief Peculiarities of this Aus 
thor will be found cited in my Eflay : and there 
Is a remarkable one that would fitly enough 
come in here, but it is too long, I apprehend, to 
tranſcribe : and they who have a mind to ſei 
the whole, are referred to the Book itſelf, which 
may be eaſily got. It is a Contrivance to ex- 
preſs with the utmoſt Readineſs, Words of om 
Syllable : wherewith (as he obſerves) the Eng I 
Tongue ſo much abounds, and whence : 
r 
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ruhe ſum of all he offers (as I take it) is, that 3 
Vieriety of Letters may do ſomewhat to anſwer 
= the End propoſed: (as ſuppoſing we had three 
= -:;, three gs, &c.) Variety of Places will do 
more (as ſuppoſe Letters were put in a threefold 
SE Situation, above, upon, or under a Line, actu- 
aliy drawn, or imagined to be ſo:) and if both 
could be joined together, the Buſineſs would be 
effected, and Monoſyllables of every Sort co 
prehended. | 3 
= 1 hope I ſhall be excuſed (eſpecially ſince it 
"cl! naturally in my way) the mentioning Mr. 
Coles before two other noted Authors of Short- 
Hand, Mr. Steel and Mr, Man; both of whom 
ere in Print earlier than Coles, as is plain from 
is having inſerted into his Liſt their Alphabets. 
= As for Mr. Steel, I am credibly informed 
bat he taught School at Bri/o/ : and the Title 
o the Book which he put forth is, Short-wor:i- 
ing n 12 compleated by Art: 
nanife bu Irregularity of placing the Ar- 
eial before the Natural or Symbolical Con- 
ractions: and propoſing a Method more ſuited 
o Senſe, and more fully anſwering the Requi- 
ess of a compleat Character, in the Shortning 
oth of Words and Sentences. The Book (as he 
ells us) contains three Parts; of which the Em- 
een, are the firſt. The ſecond ſhews how Words, 
Wot expreſſible by Emblems, may be regular] 
nd conciſely written. And the third t 


/ „ Invention for the more effectual contract- 
g of Sentences like Words. In this third 
e. 


Wot, which 1 eſteem the Principal, we meet 
h =P: firſt 


— - 
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firſt with a Table of Prefixes (as he calls them) 

that are in Sentences like the Conſonants to begin 

Words: for Example, Marks for after, again, 

all, always, among; and about fifty more ſuch 

Words. Then follow what he calls the Tens: 
or Times; which do reſemble, ſays he, th: 
ending Conſonants. For Inſtance, do, do/t, doth, 
did, diaſt, have, haſt, hath, had, haaſt, ſbal, 

ſhalt, Cc. am, is, are, art, &c. whether A. 
tive or Paſive. Next come the fix PeRsons 
which are in Sentences, as YVowels were in Word 
wiz. 1, thou, he, wwe, ye, you, they, Afterwark Wl 
he goes on with the following Directions 
which I think it not amiſs to tranſcribe, tha 
the Reader may ſee, and be a Judge of, what 
was done in the way of Writing by Moors, 
_ 5 PERSONS, &c. r between 
forty an Years ago: for according 
: the bal of my Intelligence) did Me Steel 
Book come out. In the Beginning of a Sen- 
tence, the Perſons and Tenſes, ſays he, may bf 
united; of which he gives Examples, in 7 4 
thou doft, he doth, &c. For not, place a tit 
within or upon the Mark of the Tenſe ; as il 
T was not, I cannot, we muſt not, &c. Andi 
write all the Perſons and Tenſes in Orde 
Likewiſe (take notice) that the Teuſes will unit 
with theſe Particles, it, that, ſuch, there, thi 
thoſe, thus, where, which, whether. The Plau 
of the Perſons are according to the /aund of tha 
Vowels: as | 


a -_ " "I —_ — 3 — 
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tha 

he, wwe, 

£ 
tou, you. 


Note, The Place for we and you is ſomewhat 
more diſtant from the Letter, he and thou. 


Thus write theſe Interrogatives, do tha D, do 
we D* do thou D. do yu D. &c. And Note, 
= as in Yords, the Conſonants were ſet in the Vou- 
e places; ſo in Sentences, the Tenſes are to 
be put in the Perſons places about the _— 
= as in writing, after they do; after he did; a- 
ain they had, Cc. In like manner (ſays he) 

may the Tenſes be written after theſe Verbs; 
believe, conclude, confider, declare, grant, find, 
expect, hope, acknowledge, percerve, ſuppoſe, think, 
and underſtand: as 4 inſtance, * believe they 
(tha) do & believe I do 6% believe thou doſt 5. 
Sc. This Author's Book, tho' but little known, 
is well worth any one's looking into; and at 
the end of it is a ſummary Collection of the Cha- 
racters into coherent Matter, which is appoint- 
ed to be the Learner's firſt Exerciſe to read and 
write out. It was printed at London by T. Sowle 
in White-Hart Court, Grace-Church Street. 
And may be had alſo at the Bible in George- 
Tard, Lombard-Street. 

As for Mr. Maſon he has obtained a 
very great Reputation in the World (and 
that deſervedly) as a Short-handWriter. His 
own Account of himſelf and his Books is in a 
E 2 Preface 
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ebbreviating Rules (partly his cn, and part- 
ly others) ſeveral of which are tranſcribed into 
my Eſſay. And one of his Rules is to contract 


E 3 
Preface to the Jaſt, entitled La Plume Vo. 

lante : Or, the Art of Short-hand improv' d: 
and it is as follows. Having delighted in 


this Art from my Youth, I practiced it for Wl 
ſome time according to the various Rules 


that were publiſhed by others, before I at- 
tempted to compoſe any Method of my own. 
The firſt Book of Short-hand which I ventur- 
ed into the World had the Title of A Pen 
pluck'd from an Eagle's Wing, &c. which 
was chiefly founded on Mr. Rich's Scheme, | 


whoſe Short-hand at that time was very much | 


in Vogue. But the Experience of a few Years 
convinced me that his Baſis was too narrow; 
which induced me to betake myſelf to a new 
Foundation, upon which I built with better 
Succeſs. This new Method I publiſhed un- 
der theTitle of Arts Advancement which has 
found no unkind Treament in the World, as 
appears by the Numbers that have been print- 
ed for more than twenty Years together. Not 
yet content with the Progreſs I had made in 
cultivating this Art, I applied myſelf to the 
farther Improvement of it, and perſuade my- 
ſelf that the Method I now publiſh (which 1 
have taught in Manuſcript for fifteen Years 
paſt) has brought it many Degrees nearer to 
Perfection than any that has yet been expoſed 
to the World. This Author has many good 
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Wy the Vowels places, divers Words into ane: 
x. gr. at any time : as 45 had ſaid: ſay un- 
the Lord: c. But I think, ſays he *, the 
ooſt excelling way of Contraction is by the 
ensors, Moops, and TENxsks, of which I 


hall give you a Taſte, by 44 Radicals, made 
om the Letters and Vowels places only, in Al- 
Whabetical Order, as follow. 


are had. been | Sal- t do were, wwert 

= had-ft done Halit have | will, wilt 

- by had-fl had Halit ba been | wilt be | 
could. ft | he Salt ba done | wilt do 
did-/t I /hal-t ba” had | wilt have 

_ 4, df, doth is pe wwilt ba been 
have, haſt, hath | may-/l Should. ft wilt ha done 
ha" been mig bt. ſt thee, they wwilt ha had 
ba done mojt, muſt thou, though | would-t. | 
ha” bad ſhall, halt was, at Pe, yea 
had fl Halit, be abe, way you. 


Theſe are the Roots (ſays he) from whence all 


heir poſitive Excellencies and Uſes, in Appli- 
ation or Conjunction with each other, would 
tend to 688. a Number too large for this 
flace: and therefore I muſt refer you to a fin- 
We Sheet J have compoſed for that Purpoſe, en- 
Witled A regular and eaſy Table of Natural Con- 
ractions by the Perſons, Moods, and Tenſes, &c. 


Mr. Metcalfe's laſt Chapter treats of ſuch Contraction; 
ſnewing how three or four Words may be joined in one; ex. 
ait is: as it is ſaid: that it was: for Chriſ's ſake: &c. 
80 Shelton Chap. 12. of Writing three or more Words as 
ne Mord. . 

ſaid 
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W hers ſpring. But to branch them out into all 


vhich poſitive and affirmative Clauſes in the 
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faid ſheet, any ingenious Perſon may (at pleafure) 
turn into Interrogutives, or Queſtions aſked, by 
inverting or changing the Words; and alſo. into 
Negatives, by adding the Mark for not to every 
one of them; ſome of which are various ways 
expreſſed, yet all regular: inſomuch that their nl 
Number might be extended to above 5000 
Words and Sentences, without charge to the 
Memory *. | q 

I have only to mention now two more Boo 
of Short-hand, ſet forth later than any of Mr. 
Maſon's, vis. Mr. Tanner's and Mr. Weſtons 
The former is very ſinall containing 41 Pages in Wl 
12%. and the Title of it is, The plaineſt, cafe, 
and prettieſt Method of Writing SmoRT-HA N 
ever yet publiſhed, Diu multumque Deſideratum Wl 
London 1712. We find indeed in the Titi: Wl 
Page only the initial Letters of the Author: 
Name, F. 7. But tine has · a Dedication (tho 
not printed yet writ by himſelf) To tbe Right 
Honourable Charles Benſon, Eſq; Chancellor oi 
the Exchequer, and he ſubſcribes himſelf, Sir, 
your moſt humble and moſt obedient. Servant 
F. Tanner, the Author. It is rightly obſerved 
by him p. 38, 40. that as in Short-writing the 
Alphabet if fundamental to EVERY THING: ell; 
much depends upon the Choice fit: and it ought 
to be compoſed of Strokes and Letters the moſt 
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IT To aſſiſt Perſons in underſtanding and uſing theſe; tie 
Author publiſhed a Key to them, in a little Book that he 
calls Aurea Clauis: Ora Golden Key to the Cabinet «i 
Contractions; unlocking all the Myſteries and ſeeming Dit 
ficulties of an engraved Sheet of Short-hand : Anna 1695. 


ſimple 


5s 


:nple that may be, naturally to join together 

4 * Co- incidence. His own-he thinks is. 
och, for the compiling of which above thirty 
rinted Books of Short-Hand were (he tells us), 
ilgently 2 and ſtudied. The Reader 

ill be deſirous perhaps to fee this Alphabet of 
his, and it is at the Bottom of the engraven, 
late, with which I am willing that mine may, 
= | 0 compared. 

Mr. Weſton's Book is in 8”, containing full 
eco Pages. What makes it ſo large (he tells us), 
i not the number of its Rules, but the Dictia- 
ry, Specimen, Obſervations. *, Gc. It is en- 
titled, Srenograpby compleated.: Or, The Art of 
$SHoRT-HAND brought io Perfection, Being the. 
WW moſt e, cxat?, lineal, peedy, and legible Me- 
= thod extant: WHEREBY can be joined in every, 
Wo Sentence: at leaſt two, three, four, five, fix, fe- 
ven, or more Words together in one, without. 
W taking off the Pen in the twinkling of an Eye; 
And that by the SIGNS of the ENGLISH 
Mods, Tenſes, Perſons, Particles, &6. NEVER. BE= 
FORE INVENTED. By this new Method (he ſays) 
any who can but tolerably write their Names 
in Round-hand, may with eaſe (by this Book 
alone, without any Teacher) take down from 
the Speaker's Mouth any Sermon, Speech, Trial, 

Play, &c. Word by Word though they know 


" Pref. p. 2. The Dictionary has 82 Pages. 

The Abſtract of it 20. Specimen 8. Deducting which, 

you will ſee how much is taken up in Characters with their 

Significations to be learned, Directions, Shortning Rules, 

Joining Rules, Obſervations, and Explications, &c. 
4 
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nothing of Latin: And may likewiſe read one 
another's Writing diſtinctly be it ever ſo long 
after it is written, To perform theſe by any 
other Short-hand Method extant, is utterly in- 
poffible, as is evident from the Books themielves, 


Thus have I endeavoured to trace the Hiſto- N 1 
ry of ſhort and ſwift Writing in our own Nation, 


and to ſhew the gradual Advances made herein, 
from the firſt Invention down to the preſent 
Time. And I think that both with reſpect to 
the Cultivation and Practice of ſuch a way of 
Writing, no People upon Earth can juſtly pre- 
tend to diſpute the Pre-eminence with the Ex- 
gliſh. The neighbouring Nations indeed, even 
the moſt celebrated for Skill in other Arts, muſt i 
be reckoned Strangers to Short-hand, if not ab- 
ſolutely, yet in Compariſon with us. Accord- 
ingly Mr. Locke ſays he had been told, that this 
was an Art known only in England. And 
the Author of the Eſſay on Literature declares, 
that he ſcarce ever met with any who underſtood 
it in France or Spain: Though as to the 
French, I am aſſured, they have got a Short-hand 
Book, which was publiſhed a good while ago, 
and is entitled, Tachygraphie, ou Part decrire 
aui Vit qu on parle, 129. 

But notwi ding ſo many of the Engliſ 
have laboured and done worthily in cultivating 
Sbort-band; and it is now certainly far im- 
proved among us beyond what it was at the be- 
ginning ; I cannot agree that this Art has been 


7 Locke on Educ. p. 72. P. 108. 
yet 
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Wt compleated ; much leſs can I agree that it 
been brought to the utmoſt Perfection it is 
abe of. There ſeems to me to be ſtill room 
| 3 t for divers Improvements in it : and whether 
n miſtaken or not, all Perſons verſed in the 
, after having peruſed the following Eſſay, 
e left to judge. The Foundation here is ma- 
eeſtiy cw; it being an Alphabet moſt of 
Whoſe Letters are doubly expreſſed: by means 
which you may, if you pleaſe, diſtinguiſh * 
tween Words with Vowels ſounded ſhort, and 
Whers with the ſame Vowels ſounded ng: Ex. 
ad and bade; dam and dame; rag and rage 
and dine; fin and fine; win . wine, Ge. 
WD likewiſe you have it in your Power to diſtin- 
ih between Yowels and Dipbtbongs, near a- 
Wn: as in bran and brain; ran = rain ; hot 
d boot; ſbot and ſhoot, &c. And beſides 
ing able thus to diſtinguiſb (particularly in 
Lonoſyllables) by the help of a double Alpha- 
Wt, you can hereby write above 1 500 ſuch 
ords, in the Way wiſhed for by Mr. Coles, 


' Vid. Cap. 3 & 4. Perhaps I ſhall be told 
at this is being over-nice in diſtinguiſhing Words: we 
nt no Places at all for Diphthongs, and only three for 
dowels: the Senſe and Connection will inſtantly ſhew how 
are to read, But if Di/tin#neſs can be preſerved con- 
rently with Speed, where is the harm? None, I ſuppoſe, 
il offer to complain that the Reading is made roo eaſy or 
ram, And it would not be amiſs, I conceive, to 
ve Letters doubled as mine are, though it were for 
e fake of diſtinguiſhing Words written with Diphthongs 
horn wrote with fingle Vowels: which may be in a 
Doc ure performed, b appropriating initial to 
e one and Fingls to the other. g 

- with 
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with a Angle Duct of the Pen, or however 201. i 
out taking it off : and provided you keep to the 
Rule, they will all be ſufficiently legible at any BW 
time after the Writing is finiſhed. 3 

Since then theſe valuable Ends are to bean- 
ſwered by my double Alphabet, who would BW 
not reconcile himſelf to it, was it attended with 
all the Difficulty which ſome at firſt view may 
be apt to imagine? But there is ſuch an ap- 

arent Similarity or Reſemblance between the 
two Rows of Letters, that both are learned al- 
moſt as ſoon as one: And I believe you will find 
this Alphabet upon Trial to be little more Charge 

and Burden to the Memory, than if it was 7 
gle throughout. Beſides be pleaſed to conſidet Wi 
that there is nothing ſtrange in a double Alpha- 
bet, unleſs the introducing of it into Short-hand. Wi 
We, and all Nations in Europe, have the like 
for common Writing and Printing: and in ſome 
of the Oriental Alphabets, all, or noſt, of the 
Letters are expreſſed not only two, but three, 
and four ways. Nay, there is ſcarce a Short- 
hand of Note, in which you do not find one at 
leaſt. of the Letters doubled and the beſt of all, 
in my Eſteem *', has no fewer than five ſo: b, 
q, „ u, and x: 

But not only have I attempted to improve 
Short-hand Writing by laying a new and (as! 
apprehend) better Baſis for it: The Reader will 
perceive Endeavours for the ſame Purpoſes, 
through the whole of the Superſtructure. And MW 
I ſhall preſent him in ſeveral Chapters of the fol- 

Mr. Maſon's. 


lowing 
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Blowing Book, along with the principal Inven- 
tions and Contrivances of others, not a few that 
may venture to call my own. As in the Chap- 
ter which contains a Table of Prepofitions and 


_7rminations: That, containing general Direc- 
ions for various Endings of Words: That, of 

© General ſhortning Rules. Thoſe of Auxiliary 
ier; Pronouns; Particles; and hieroglyphick 
cCbaracters. Wherefore although this is not 
WT publiſhed to the World as a perfect Treatiſe of 
WF Short-hand (which might be thought to import, 
Ws that every Letter is expreſſed by the propereſt 
Strokes to ſuit all the Joinings of it in our Lan- 


= guage ; and that no Marks are ill choſen, or 


miſapplied, & fm.) yet the Author preſumes the 
Book may well be allowed to anſwer its Title; 
and ſhould it prove ſerviceable to Mankind, in 
Religious or Civil Aﬀairs, it will afford him a 
iar Satisfaction, and he will have the chief 
ecompence that was expected for whatever 
Time and Pains may herein have been beſtowed. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


„„ „ e 

to learning and reading Short-hand, it ma 
vot be amiſs to ſabjoin here before I conclude. , 
You need get by heart (ſtudiouſly and 4 1 
mean) little more than is contained in the twelve firſt Chap - 
ters of the Eſſay: Thoſe which follow being intended to be 
barely read over with attention once or twice, and looked into 
oc afterwards. And in order to the getting by heart 
what has now been pointed out, I would adviſe that an 
Hour or two ſhould be beſtowed in it daily for the Space of a 
Month, in which time I imagine it may be pretty well maſtered 
by a Perſon of common Capacity and Diligence, For I dare 
venture 
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venture to aſſure him the Difficulty will ſenſibly leſſen a 
gets forward: particularly after he is paſt the ſixth Chapter, 
When you are qualified to enter upon W. let A 
attneſi be chiefly minded. Affect not, ceculy ar i 
to write faſt, ſo much as true: Be careful thereto be 
your Letters in the right Poſitions, to make the Angles g 
them ſharp and clean, and the circular and other Parts du 
Let your Writing, for Size, exceed the By 
ving, and be near as again. Forbear to join Word 
funleb —_ the — ng — — fern nds, y) tl 
are able to write tolerab ate 
mein thy nnd ol 
of onants to too 
and mingle with the Line above and beneath. paſs 
ber that in => (as wy other) 2 a Liberty 
allowed you of va Characters, to ſuit it more to a 
Buſineſs you odio pon y it in ®, 
| Write but like ata Time wilt yo we in the tre oft 
; and be ſure do not neglect to read over what you 
IT vritren either preſently, or ſoon afterwards. In the 
cannot fail to have the Advantage of this 
2 old Methods: Becauſe you write more or 
3 99% and have a great many ſewer Anbi 
ties. fees 22 . __ ink | 
proper to appriſe you of a few more, which are the prince 
„ a eed only ones, I can at preſent recollect. I with 
ittle in ais place, is capable of being read lay, 40. R 
with a Dot in the place of i 1. rende fes Eli, or a | 
Dre 


der. Im is Lamb or Elm. mt, mat or Emmet. ; wb 
os Bir 2 hn 4, with a Dot in af's place 


